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HE following Sea ſonable 
Advice wrote by an Ano- 
_ ==  nymous but Judicious Au- 
thor being communicared to us for 
our Peruſal, We cou'd not but be 
much pleas'd with the truly Chriſtian 
and healing Spirit that appears in it. 
 k nor only gives a juſt and fair Ac. 
count of the preſent Differences among 
our Brethren in the North, and of the 
Reaſonings about them us d on both 
Sides, as well as of the moſt Material 
Proceedings of their Laſt Ceneral H- 
md at Belfaſt, which have been ſince 
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ſtrangely miſrepreſented, burit is hap. 


pily calculated ro promote among our 


rethren there the Exerciſe of mutual 


Forbearance and Love, notwirhſtand. 


ing ſome different Sentimenrs among 
them: Not different Sentiments (as 


ſome wou'd molt groundleſly and un- 
| charitably ne important 


Doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion (in 


which we are perſwaded there is an 
happy Agreement) but about the Ex- 
| pediency of the Methods to be us d for 
fſecuring thoſe important Doctrines, and 
Ppreyenring the contrary Errors. 
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We cannot but heartily approve this 
excellent Deſign of the Author, and 
apprehend it to be entirely agrecable 
che Intentions of the late Synod at 
| Belfaſt. For tho' they thought them- 
ſelves oblig'd to bear their Teſtimony 
to the particular Truth moſt remarka- 
ply oppos'd in the preſent Age by their 
Declaration concerning the Eſſential Dei- 


e Prefale. 
ty of our Lord and Saviour ; yetin refe- 
rence to the Point wherein their diffe- 
tent Sentiments cheifly lay, viz. The 
voluntary Subſcription of Miniſters al- 
ready Ordain'd to the Weſtminſter-Con- 
ſon which the Synod allow'd, they 
were Studious to prevent any mutual 
Uncharitable Fealoufies or Cenſures, by 
the Charitable Declarations which thoſe 
Miniſters who accepted the Allowance 


acy Subſcrſption, made in favour of 
their Non ſubſcribing Brethren ; and 
by the like Charitable Declarations of 

te Non-ſubſcribers with reſpect to 
heir Subſcribing Bretheren, both which 
Declarations the Reader will find men- 
ion d in this Paper. And as We our 
elyes who were then preſent in the 
nod, and had thf honour of Sitting 
nd Voting as Correſpondents and 
Members in it, heartily Approv'd thoſe 

lurual, Charitable Deciarations, fo We 
e had hop'd that they wou'd have 


gen them by the Hyod of a volun. 
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cannot but {till hope that they will 


all our worthy Brethren on Each ſide 
Temper. 


late Incendiary in his Paper cnti 


inflame their Differences by falſe Re 


it ſelf, much lels will they be agrecabf 


laid a ſolid Foundation for Amity and 
Peace between our Subſcribing and 
Non-ſubſcribing Brethren: And ye 
produce this deſirable Effect among 
who are Men of ſolid Judgment, anc 
of a truly Peaceable and Charitable 

The miſcheivous Attempts of 


tled { T he Mind of the Synod, &c.] tc 


preſentations of Matters of Fact, andifſſco 
moſt baſe and unjuft Inſinuations 2 
gainſt all choſe whoſe Practice was di 
ferent from his Sentiment in the poinMl 
of Subſcription carry ſuch a direq l 
Oppoſition to thgſe charitable Dec e 
rations in the Synod, that we ho WH 
none will aprove em, who pay any di 
ference to the Judgment of the Hue 
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to thoſe who regard as they ſhould, 
bat excellent Deſcription of Charity 
Wor Godlike Love) which an inſpir d 
ipoſtle has given us, That it beareth 
il things, beletveth all things, hopeth 
al things, endureth all things. 1 Cor. 
xii. 7. and who duly conſider that 
this Charity is declar'd by the ſame 
Ipoſtle to be Greater even than Faith 
ind Hope: v. 13: This we are ſure 
of, Thar if the Mind of the Svnod is 
o be underſtood by the declared 
ence of a great Majority, it was quite 
contrary to what that Writer wou'd 
Bren” 


It is therefore matter of great Trou- 
ble to us ro hear, Thar ſome Congre- 
tions in the North (or at leaft ſome 
part of them) have had ſo little regard 


Ie General Synod as to give great 
Uacaſineſs and Diſturb to their 
V1catineſs and Difturbance to their 
I forthy ' Paſtors, on the account of 


their 


o che. Charitable Declarations of the 
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their declining that voluntary Sub- 
(criprion which the Synod only 
alloto d, but never pretended to enjoyn. 
We hearcily wiſh that choſe who appear 
fo cager and forward to make a Rent 
in Congregations on this account 
vou'd ſeriouſly lay to Heart what the 
Judicious Author of this Pacifick Pa. 
per has ofter'd to their conſideration 
to diſſuade them from ſuch Dzwiſive 


Courſes, ſo oppoſite to the real In- Nd 
tentions of rhe Synod, ſo inconſiſtent Mit 
with their own Principles with reſpect MM th 
to Church Government, and (what is C 
far worſe)ſo contrary to the unalterable 1 
Rules of Mutual Forbearance andi in 
Charity which the Goſpel ſo frequent. 
Iy recommends, and {to ſtrictly pre 
A „ We 

E ; I EI the 

| Tis an hard Caſe, that any Worth 
| Paſtors who have fo long diſcharg I 
their Miniſtry with faithfullneſs anq . 


Diligence, whoſe Miniſtry has by 
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been 2 8 ingular | Ornament ; and | De- 
{nce to the common Cauſe of Non- 


their own Judgment, and which no 


and ungrateful Uſage towards thoſe 


(upon: very {elf denying Terms) have 


aye that tender re 


+ B94 : a 4 : 


0 Uſeful and attended wich temark- | 


conformity) againſt whoſe Sound Doc | 
trine. and blameleſs Converſation n 0 4 


which he was able to make proof of, 
| hou'd be in any danger of being 

kerted by their People, meerly be- 
auſe they decline complying with } 
their humour in a matter contrary to 


General Synod has thought fir to re- 
ure. This looks too like very injurious } 


whoſe paintul Labours among them i 


well deſerv'd other Treatment at 
heir hands. And we wou d gladly 
lope, Thar choſe Reverend Miniſters WM 
mo concurr'd in the Voluntary Sub- WM 
(ription allow'd by the nod. will yet 0 
gar o the juſt 
” Reputation i 
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value our common. Chriſtian Profe 
_ lion from being Acceſlary to them, 0 


And therefore-as we cannot enous 
commend the Charitable and Chril 
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Repiitition and Uſefulneſs" of ici 
worthy Brethren, to their common In 
tereſt, and to the Maintenance of that 


mutual Tove and Peace which will MW: 
be both their Glory and their Strength, M 

as to uſe their beſt endeavours to di. 

countenance ſuch unreaſonable and 


fatal Diviſions. Diviſions of this kind 


* 
1 
d 
have been ſo often attended with wotul|/ 
and pernicious Conſequences in allthe 


Retormed Churches, not only to the 
breaking their Peace but to the weaken, 
SP | . 1 8 8 „ 

ing the Intereſt of Practical Religion 
among them, and we have ſuch freſt 
and lamentable Inſtances of it in the 
preſent Age as ſhou'd dererr all rha 


O 


ſeaſonable Warning againſt them. 


ian Behaviour of thoſe Worthy Mini 


ters in rhe North, who cho they Ef 


that juſt regard to their Non Sublcrib 
ill Ning po —4 as to diſapprove the Un. 


1 charitable Cenſures paſt upon them i 


i {and dilcountenance their Peoples s un⸗ 


in 1 hs, ok <a = 
* allow'd by the Hnod have yet own 


nd aſonable deſertion of them on that 


1d M:ccount, ſo we heartily, wiſh this. good 
Example were more univerſally Imi. 
tated and that all who profeſs à 4 Zeal : 


for Truth would ſtrictly Oblerxe the 
Sacred Rules of 7 Charity. and 


o ſupport it. Truth needs no unjuſti. 
fable or unfair Methods for the de- 
knce of it, but is maniteſtly , 11 8 55 
Wd diſhonourcd by them. And w 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt is ſo far from beinę 
romored. by thoſe fierce Contentions 


inuriſguided Zeal, that nothing can have i 
{el more dire&Tendency! to ol ſtruct the 
| | | Success 
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Common.  Fuſtice in. their endeavours 3 l 


muſt add, that the Intereſt of 5 i. 


nd bitter Animoſities which ate too i 
ommonly the Effects of a blind and 
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| Succeſs of the Goſpel and marr «hi 


| Minifſtrarions of it. 
: ſideration above all others, moves u 


rend Brethren, who, we are perſuaded, 


= by i it as to ſee a neceſſity of contribu. 
| ting their Joynt Endeavours toward 


ge ations and ringing their preſent 
1 J they may ſtand faſt in one Spirit an0 


but who ſhall be moſt Inftrumenti 


Kii 


7 The Preface. 


Edification of precious Souls under the 
And as this Con. 


ro lament thoſe unhappy Diviſions 
that are among the Northern Diſſent. 
ers, ſo we would fain hope our Reye. 


with as much as we can do, the Ad- 
vancement of the Redecmer's King. 
dom and the furtherance of the Com 
mon Sal vation, will be ſo far inffuenct 


re<ſtabliſhing the Peace of their Con 


ifferences, to an amicable Iſſue, tha 
with one Mind comfortably ſtrive te 
gerher 3 in the Work of the Goſpel, ha 
Ving no other Contention among the 


to Glority God and to ſave both them 


e and thoſe that hear them. Ae 
Thi 
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« M hou'd differ in their Sentiments about 
Matters of Expediency, and pation: \ 
Jacly about that of the Expedicncy of 
Subicription to human Compoſures 
that deſcend to the Deciſion of many 
particular Points which ate compara- 
tively of ſmall moment, and about ⁵ 
yhich the Wiſeſt and Beſt Divines 
may diſagree, is not to be wondted 
at, This is what may be reaſonablx 


expected in this preſent St Dark 
nels and Imperfection where the beſt 
of us know but in part, and ſer as thie' 
a vlaſs but darkly 1 Cor. xiii. 9. 12. 
ur that they who are happily agreed 
n all the important Truth and Duties 
tf Chriſtianity ſhou'd,, on the account 
of ſuch different Sentiments about ſuch 
atters of Expediency avoid Commu- 
ion. with each other, raſſily attempt 
0. divide and break Congregations 
noſe Members have hitherto Iivd in 
urual Amity, and endeavour to _ 1 
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che Credit and deſtroy the Uſefulneß 
ofſuch as have been Burning and Shin. 
n Lights in the Church of Gop, is 3 
Practice moſt directly contrary: to all 
the Injunctions of mutual Ferbearanc, 
Peace and Love which the Goſpel a. 
if bounds with, and particular ly to that 

excellent and invariable Rule which the 
Apoſtle Paul has given for our Con. 
| , duet; That coe ſhould receive gne an. 
| ther; as Chriſt: alſo received us to th 
| Gloryof God: xv. Rom. 7. And there 
fore we cannot but carneſtly diſſuade 
all thoſe thar love our Lord: Jeſus in 
Sincerity from incurting the Guilt of i 
Iis a dangerous thing, Tis a 

| heinous Injury, to Reject or | Deſer 

_ *thoſe (or even to grieve their Heart 
and weaken their Hands) whona'Chril 
himſelf will receive and own as faith 
ji Labourers in his Vineyard, ant 
that meerly for acting according ( 


| tlie beſt of their Judgment in ma 


ters wherein Miniſters truly Sound t 


la 
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be Faith 46 4780 great n Life; 7 
may calily entertain different Appre- 
henſions. This will render no Man's 
account Comfortable in the great Wit 
of final Judgment. L9G 


And we would further obſerve; ” 
how unſeaſonable the Conduct 2 "oF 
ſuch Deſerters is with reſpect to the 
late Act of J oleration. It effectually 
&prives their Miniſters of that le al 
iberty which the Government has 
thought fit to lde them, and fixes 
an indelible Reproach on our com- 
mon Profeſſion, when tho the Covern. AN 
ent has given all of our Perlua- 
fon ſuch a Liberty, we cannot in leſſer M 
Differences toletate one another, but 
he People will of their own heads 
cert thoſe whom the Government 
protects, and whom no Eccleſiaſtical 
uchority own d by themſelves has caſt 
ur or cenſur d. We cannot but look 
E this as an ill improvement of 
lat Signal Favour that has been & 
kate 
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I lately granted us and 4 m 
nours whoſe Clemency and Goodncb 
ve gladly take this opportunity thank: 


dove this anten e may never 
# have cauſe to tepentt : 


{ Subſcription requir'd of them by the 
| Rates of the Synod, the Author has 


proper to preſerve Peace, notwith- 
ſtanding the difficulties that may 


to it. We wou d only beg leave, 
& (with all due Deference to our Reye. 


Advice as to that if ever the Affait 
ſhou'd again come under the Con 
| 15 m our opinion an Eaſy and Sat 

Expedient that would entirely remo 
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ſt impropet 


fully ro acknowledge, and are for Our F 
parts reſoly d to behave: upon all oc. 
caſions ſo, as that they to whom ue 


L ir Kindneſs to us; 
As to the Caſe of Intrants and the 


modeſtly offer d what he judg d moſt 


occurr in Presbyteries with reference 


rend Brerhren) to ſuggeſt our humble 


tha 
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that embarraſſing Difficulty, viz. Al- 
lowing the Intrant his choice, either 
to Subſcribe according to the Pacifick 
Act or to make a Declaration of his 
faith in his own Words, in which if i 
my thing be found contrary to ſound Wi 
Doctrine and the wholeſome Words of 
wr Lord Feſus Christ, the Presbytery WM 
tat are to concurr in his Ordination 
may refuſe to admit him. We think 
bis Latter to be of the two a clearer 
Evidence of the Intrants Knowledge 
and Soundneſs in the Faith and of 
lis Sincerity in what he declares, than 
M: meer Subſcription to a Confeſſion 
aready drawn up to his hand. And as 

the allowance propoſedwill no way 
derogate from the Honout of the 

leſtminſter Confeſion, which is juſtly 

elteem' d by all: the Proteſtant Diſſet: WM 
ng Churches both in England and the 
hu h of Ireland; as an Excellent and 
Uleful Summary of the Chriſtiahi Doc- W 
nine, tho they never inſiſted on a 
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| xviii The Preface. 


Subſcription to it as neceſfary to the 
Admiſſion of Perſons into the Mi: 
_—_ among them ; So on the other 


qo 


hand, it will not put any fatal Barr in 
the way of ſuch deſerving Intrants as 
may not have freedom in their Juds. 
ments to Countenance by their own 
Practice the Impoſingof Subſcriptions 

to Confeſſions drawn up by Uninſpird 
and Fallible Men, as the neceſſary Con- 
ditions of dete Communion in any 
Church whatſoever. For whether they 

are right in their Judgment as to that 
point or not, we ſhou'd think it hard 
and unwarrantable to exclade ſuch 
from the. Miniſtry” among us who 

_ Chriſt has eminently quality'd for 
publick Service in his Church and whe 
rare ready to give all reaſonable Satis 
faction to their Ordair ers concerning 
their acquaintance with and belief o 
che Principles of Chriſtianity by thei 
own Voluntary Declarations, and b 
anſwering any Queſtions which * 
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that are to Ordain them may think fit 
to ask as a farther Trial of them. This 
Alternative would, in our humble opi- 
nion, lay a Solid and laſting Founda- 
tion for entire Concord and Peace a- 
mong our Northern Brethren. We 
rs a to our Inſtructions) uſed rhe WM 
protherly Freedom of recommending WM 
this Expedient in an Interloquitur f 
the laſt general Synod ; but the Prope- W 
{al coming too late and the Ferment 
that then appear'd rendring it unſea- 
bonable, we take this occaſion of 
reminding our Reverend Brethren f 
it, as what we think deſerves to be ma. 
| turely weigh'd, and would, we hope? 
if agreed to, ſecure a firm and durable 
Union among them, 4 Union fit 
upon a Foundation entirely conſiſtent W 
vith the Liberty of private Judgment, 
and yet ſuch a Liberty as is not liable 
o be abus'd to the introduction of any 
dangerous Errors. It was this alone 
ve aim'd at in making this friendly 
„%% NàCW‚ Motion 
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Motion to our Reverend Brethren, and 
we wou'd again recommend it to their 
impartial Thoughts. FX 
We can ſafely appeal to a Eten 

| Searcher of Hearts, that there is no- 
thing we more earneſtly deſire, than to 
F - fcc both Truth and Peace preſerv'd in. 
uVuiolate among them; and to behold 
them happily United in ardent Loy 
to our common Lord, and fervent At. 
F fcction to one another. Our Sbſcrib 
ing and Neon ſubſcribing Brethren arc 
both Honour'd and Eftcem'd by ns 
We hope both are influenc'd by up. 
right Intentions, and both act in Sins 
cer ity according to their beſt Judgment, 
and will be e, among thoſe Faith. 
ful Paſtors whom the Cheif Shepherd 
will adorn with an unfading Crown of 
Chr). We only wiſh ſuch Brethren 
may not fall out in their Way to Hea: 
ven, but bear with one another in {ome 
; difference af Sentiments. about more 
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ording to thoſe different 'Sentinaents. 
e ſhall rejoyce to ſee their Hlocks 
nited and Peaccable, their Congręga- 
ions Edsfy\d and Multipij d, and thoſe 
nreaſonable ſealouſies and Animoſities 
xtinguiſh'd that threaten an unhappy 
reach among them. And we requeſt 
Il our dear Brethren to put a candid 
nd favourable Conſtruction on our 
us appeating, to recommend the 
xaling Advices contain d in this Paper 
o their Serious Conſideration, and to 
e Bleſſing of God on them, for pro- 
noting that great End of mutual Lowe 
nd Peace which the Author appears 
o have in View. 22 are the Peace 
ukers, For they ſball be call d the Chil- 
en of Cod. v. Matth. g. As it is un- 
er this Character we deſire to appear 
nd not as Abettors of any Party what- 
peyer, fo if after all our reconciling At- 
mpts, the groundleſs Jealouſies and 
e Paſlions 


Paſſions of Men by a judicial Infatuati 
on ſhall puſh things to a Fatal Rupturt 
we ſhall indeed be mournful Spec 
tors of ſo deplorable an Iſſue, but 
We ſhall have this inward Comfort left 
dus, That we have deliver d our ow 
Son. . 


3 Nath. Weld 
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T is very * known, that the Pro- 5 
reſtant Diſſenters in the North of 
Ireland have been hitherto regarded 
as a great part of the Proteſtant and 
Britiſh Intereſt of this Kingdom: 
Their Numbers, the Advantages 
of their Situation, and their un- 
| — ſuſpected Affection to the Govern- 
ment have rendered — conſiderable in the Eyes both 
of their Friends and Enemies. But nothing has con- 
tributed more to raiſe and eſtabliſh their Reputation, 
than their firm Union among themſelyes: This Was 
their Glory and Strength, a Happineſs almoſt pecu- 
ar to themſelves, which they and their Fathers, ſince © 
their firſt Settlement in thoſe Parts, have enjoyel with- 
out Interruption. 

When Proteſtants of the ſame Denominarign: in 
Englaud and Scotland were crumbled into Seas and 
Parties, by the ſubtil Artifices of their Enemies, and 
their own interpperate Heats, the Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters in; Ireland, by the good Proyidence of God, ep i 
the bleſſed Fruits of an undiſturbed Concord. | 
This was in a, great meaſure owing to the gon” | 
conduct and Temper of their Miniſters, a ſet. of peace- 3 1 
DOG renin * who found themſelves oblig- i 


3 2 27 : ed. 
A 


aha | "ION regular 
Concerts for promoting Peace and Order they adhered 


ſtrictly to the Simplicity of Goſpel Diſcipline, avoid- 
ing, on the one hand, the fatal Effecis of Diſunion, 
and on the other, that Rigour, which is apt to attend 
a Legal Eſtabliſhment. | 5 
But now the World begins to hear, there are Divi- 
ſions even among thoſe Proteſtant Diſſenters who 
wete once famous for Union and Concord: Now their 
= Miniſters are diſtinguiſhed by Names of Reproach; 
Eeil Surmiſes and Jealouſies are ſpread, as if ſome of 
i them were infected with Erroweous Principles, while 
orhers are loudly Complam'd of as guilty. ot Impoſi- 
tion, and-thereby departing from the Effential Princi- 
ple of Proteſtantiſm, and Non-Conformity. © 
© Ged'only knows to what height this Difference may 
ariſe, "if not rimely- healed, or what fatal Effects it 
may produce, but one may eaſily ſee the unhappy 
Feudenty of it to bring the whole Body into Contempt, 
and leſſen rheir U ſefulneſs ro the Publick, and what 
is worſe, the Malignant Iufluence it muſt have upon 
Religion in gereral, abating Charity, and prejudic- 
ing People againſt their Miniſters, to the entire hinde- = 
rance of their Uſefulneſs. _ „ 
Ihope, the fincere Friends of ſuch a valuable Bedy 
of Men will be convinced, there needs no Apology 
for offering at this Juncture a Seaſonable Advice 
wherein Tonly deſign to call them back to the Maxims 
of their Fathers,” and” the Rules of their own Diſci 
line as well as of Juſtice, and the Goſpel, as the Stable 
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the Spirit of a Reconciler, not a Party-Mag,, which.. 
x it affords me a great deal of . inward Sarisfadion, 
bolt mh Thope, procure the better Reception zo-whas 
„„ d ĩ 5d 
It is a RD Omen, that neither o the 7 — — ing 
Partys have yet ſer their differences jn the View, of the 
World, and therefore being ſo far diſengaged, it may 
de expected they will be di — 5 
ful Councils, and of leave off that kindof Coutentieꝝ bejort 


u when one letteth out Water, and the breach may, grow 
wide as the Sea, ſo that none can heal it. 
lt were perhaps not very difficult to trace the late 


Diſputes of the Northern Presbyterians to their Ori 
f and to ſhjew who they were that firſt vented 
luſp[cions of Heterodoxy and ill deſigns (the preſent 
ſubje&s, of Contention) and upon what occaſion they 
a fo: But as that is nor neceſſary to my Deligu, 
an always chooſe to draw a.. Veil over lis, ME. 

conduct of good Men, rather than expole em to the 
ond, unleſs ſome urgent neceſſity require it, eſpt 
, their obliinately continning. 20. parse c 

Meafares as haye a, Pernicious Tendency.. . 
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' * Since the Writing of this there fras been publiſhed's gcan- 


at Belfaſt, 1 


Lelfalt. 1721. Ina port Reply to M. Dugud's. Remarks 
hon the Declarutio 


n impotent EHorts, I doubt net but wiſe and good Men 
e both Partys, Will heartily Concur in the moſt proper 
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Aud tho I am the firlt * who have cntred, inte, 
a0 Debare in fo publick a Manner, yet e 


pos d to hearken to Peace- 


it be meddled with ; For the beginuing of ſuch Strife in, 


Alous Paper, Entituled, |An Account ofthe. Mind of be Sm 

| arution, to which I hear there is an Anſver,tho* 
Have not ſeen it: 11 that Infamous Scribbler ffod'd fenew Þ 
yg es, to diſappoint the malicious defigns of ſuch an Incen- 
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I ſhall begin then to ſtate the Caſe before me by 
only relating what is notorious matter of Fact: Some 
time before the Meeting of the Synod in Juue 1720, 
there were Reports induſtrioufly ſpread ,that tome Mi- 
niſters were embracing New Schemes both of Doctrine, 
and Church Government, and particularly that they 
had form'd a Deſign to alter or lay aſide (ſo it was 
e the Mſtminſter Confe ſſion of Faith, a Book 
which has for a long time been highly eſteemed by the 
People of that Perſuaſion: - I may juſtly fay they 
give it all the reſpect which they think can contill 
with the Perfection of Scripture: Upon this Occa- 
ſion, the popular Zeal (which is very eaſily inflated, 
| . when any Innovations in Religion are apprelienced 
was wrought up to ſuch a Ferment, as had like co late 
produced very ill Conſequences,” 7. 
The Eyes of the People were on the nod, to detect 
the Truth or Falſhood of thoſe Reports which had 
made them uneaſy, and to ſecure the Confeſſion of Faith, 
or ſome other Important Religious Concern (they 
dou'd not well tell what) which they had been made 
When the Hed met (in 1720.) they found them- 
ſebes extreamiy embarraſs'd; the Vulgar ſuſpicions 
bad got into ſome of their own Minds, tho' thefe 
appeared no grounds for them which might be enqui- 
red into according tothe common Forms of Diſciplire 
(tor which reaſon they certainly ought not to haye 
been entertained) and they were thueatned with the 
diſguſt and diſſaffection of their Congregations; unleſs 
their Jealouſies were ſatisfy id ſome way or other. 
At laſt they came to a Pacifick Concluſion which 
it was hoped wou'd' terminate a their Differences 
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6 Seaſonable Advice, &c-c 


| _ wherein they declared, That the Reports which had 
been ſpread concerning the Confeſſion of Faith, were 
. grouudleſs, honourable mention; was made of that 
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eeſcualle Addi, 
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| | formerly made, and a-forme Rule obliging Jntrants 
55 the Miniſtry. to Subſcr 150 the ſaid Conſęſion, 1 
o. Nuss cevived; with an allowance however, if an Intxant 
i- ſhould; 17 5 any Phraſe or Phraſes in it, that he 
e, night uſcExprefions of his own inflead of them, whicty | 
the Hechte Mould accept of, if they Judged. him 
48 dound in the Faith, and that his Explanations were 
kk arable to the Subſtance, of the Doctrine to be er- 
he 5 ed. 
ey F Pefore f proged' ary. further, 1 1 bere et” 
il toremarkthe Ex ] and Pernicious Tęndency of grund- 
2. ks Reports. No Man has ever; yet been able, (and 
q, lan perſuaded never will) to produce the leaſt E- 
09 idence of auy ſuch deſign as that of altering the Con- 
{fon of Faith, and yer he muſt be a perfect Stranger 
in the Northern parts of this Kingdom, Who DT 
not know it was for a long time commonly talke; 
reat Confidence, as a certain Truth: 'The poo 

dae People, like Men in à Pannick, far 5 2 
1 (aw whatever, they were afra ud ot, tho 
de BY vas all Viſionary, and 2 meer Coane of ee — Ima 

akte ; OS good People hape ſaid, they were 
n- jformed by Perſons of undoubted Credit, there was 
wy | New ng 5 in the 5 9 aten 


d on no « don 
age ſabre 7 e or ck 1217 as e Men 
the Frebrands, Arrows, . "and. Death, o they deceive heir 
Neighbours, and ſay they are in ſpore. - Behold hom gręat a 
matter a litrle Fire Rindleth. Thus the whole Body of 
Diſſenters almoſt, in that part of the World Ys put 
pro Confuſion, by t' e Petulancy of a few Wr. 
Tongues, and yet as it che innocent People who were 
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5 8 fach falle FO RATN had 3 in a bon 1 


bination àgainſt their own Peace, and deſigned to con- are 
tinue the perplex ing uneaſineſs of their own Minds, out 
chey cou d ſcarce ever be prevailed upon to trace their Wl Sto 


| Informations to theft true Springs, whereby the f. {i of 


ſhood of them might | be eaſily detected, while at the I 
fame time they wu d not reſt farisfied with the con- be. 

trary aſſurances given them by Men of unqueſtionable Ws, 
Probity, who had the beſt. means of ee the WW” 
Truth of what they afftrmed. thre 
I Tknow not 960 this can be ORE? for, unleſ Mac 

from the Nature 6f Jealouſy, Which takes an unto- ſi 
ward pleaſure in tormenting it ſelf, greedily catches ah 
ac e ay lus tc it may be eticreaſed, and 


1220 1 les al beige Methods of e 1 

DEEB + If 24411 1021-5 1 7 bl 

* 9 lag wor while to mentidl "Oy pas 8 
(Chich, 1 own reflects on tlie too eaſy Cred ulity of fe 
Joine and the evil Diſpoſition of others) but that lr 
I hoped à good End mi 5 be Kaden by it, which is, WW 
that Men may be render d fiote cautious for the . 
future, h] they receive. ita itageous Reports of iſ i 
their Neighbours, efpecially if they be ſuch as tend ke 
to the breach of Religious Cömmunion. 7 til 
God People need not be diffivzded — ieh tion 
'Caltrnitions eports,' for they ate not capable bf fich {iſlt 
Valany, but I. ran hey. ere a8 Careful not to at lde 
inconſiſtentiy their Character * by tabin 6% Re. 
ports againſt t eh Neighbours! which ale railed andi 
de by others: 5 on d then ſee 12 955 been 
end put to the fierce Conteritions among Chrittians . 
pere no Wind iv, there the Free goth” out, Fa weg ff 
-#htie is to Tale bearer, the Strife erirtey. : ir 
— AE ee Y 
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| Seaſonable Advice, &ce. 9 WM 
[ am ſenſible that ſome well-meaning Perſons, Who, 
te” diſquieted with the Fear of Innovations do, 
our of a miſguided Zeal for Truth, whiſpes about 
Stories that they hear, injurious to the Characters 
of Worthy Men, without any wicked Intention ; but 
I wiſh they wou'd conſider that by this Practice, 
they are really (tho? undeſignedly) readers af Scan- 
ul, and their Words are as wounds that go down to the. 
mer miſt parts of the Belly : * Thus an Honeſt Man, 
thro! his Simplicity (but not without great Guilt) is 
made the Tool of a Defamer, and the Goodneſs of 
bis Character with the Innocency of his Deſigns, 
ly ſerve to ſer off Calumny with the greater advan, 
nge; and gain the more Credit to it, 
The Report about altering the Confeſſion of Faith 
rot the only one of this kind I cou'd mention: 
Many more of as pernicious a tendency and upon 
8 lender Grounds, have been handed about by 
people not of the worſt Characters, whereby the 
he Diflentions among the Presbyterians in thoſe parts, 
hure been at leaſt much inflamed. „ 
For my own part, I have fixt a Rule hereby I re- 
ue to conduct my ſelf (others may follow it if they 
ke Reaſon) viz. I will not report any thing to the 
dladvantage of any Man, otherwiſe of good Reputa- 
lon, but upon ſuch Evidence as I think wou d be 
ſlicient to Condemn him, were I his Judge; and if 
llear any ſuch injurious Reflection, I will demand my 
kformer's Proof, which if it appears not ſufficient, 
vill require him to ſpread it no further, ùnder th 
rnalty of being treated by me as a Slanderer.. 
This ſeems to me ſo agreeable to the Laws of 
ſlice, and Chriſtian Charity, and withal fo necef: 
kry to diſcourage Tale- bearing, that Bane of Soci- 
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ety; that can nevet excuſe my ſelf in departing from in 
n - 
Bure F am, che Caufe of Truth cannot be ſerved an 
by Whiſpeting and Back-biting, and whatever com- in 
Practices, without a malicious Deſign, to encourage Mill * 
them even by Silence in ſuch a ſinful. Courſe, is tar D 
from being true Charity, and is indeed an abetting Ju 


their unjuſt Treatment ot thofe whom: they wroug- Wil © 

1 çknow it will be ſaid, that ſome Minifters gave br 

too great Occaſion for ſulpecting them as. inclined tio Wl 

Opinions which” are generally feputed New, and of Fr. 

2 dangerous. Tendency ; and in particular, that they mi 

expreſled leſs regard than others had, or themſelres WM ** 

once ſeemed to have, for the Weſiminſter Conte ſſion, the 

or at leaſt for ſome uſes which are commonly made of ef 

it among the Northern Piesbyterians Ten 

Ik it were fo, that will never juſtify a falſe Aſper- WI 

fion caſt upon them. Nothing ought to be lookt up- 5% 

on as a Juſt Occaſion for a Report to the diſadvan- Wil "? 

kage of any Perſon Bur that the Fact is certain and the 

notorious. If a Man uſes ſome incautious, or perhaps Wi (en 

oOffenſive Expreſſions, fhall I therefore conclude and Na 

report Eim Guilty of other things whereof I have no Mi 

Fo Feidence? Shall I even charge him with all the Con- de 

F Afequcnces which I may imagine do follow from his Will Jet 

deciared Opinion, tho? he utterly diſown them? I © 

fuch Liberty be allowed, no Man's Character can 1 

excr be late, ror the Peace of any Society be pie- lter 

But what after all are the real differences concerning lake 

the Confeſſion of Faith, chat can be thought to hat vol 

& giver! any handle forthe Imtemperate Hearts, and Iii 0 

dea Reſſections which have of lare (o much bounded 8 

Ahe never been able to fix upon any thing ct 8 

thiwy#elating to theſe Differentes, but this, wiz. That * 
SEN | 


2 * 1 * * * WF IV. 922 _ — 1 * 
* . 7 * * 
* 1 - 7 . * 
* * * 1 
o 


tit ws EEO! 22 I * * | 5 C ME AS bt a ; * * n * 9 * N * 5 | 
d y * 2 - IT - * * ky * IT z n 55 — * £1 " : 
Sea{onable Advict 6, At M8 
. 8 5 'S iſt > F N ” \ 2 ö 1 4 2 = 8 Pt 
in the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, all Miniſters do nog 
» 


— —_—_ 
=_ 


1 
112 
4 


mention the Conteffion of Faith in the ſame. Manner, 
and that they are not agreed in their opinion concert» - 
ing Candidates ſubſcribing it. 
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I ſhall conſider both theſe particulars in purſuancs ³ 
| of my main Deſign, which is not to enter into the al 
Debate, or determine, whether Party has Truth and i 
Juſtice on their fide, but to ſhew that the differen» 
ces are ſuch as mutual forbearance ought to be exer- 
ciſed in them, and that they ſhould not occaſion any | 
reach of Communion,” Ee et 
It has for a long time been the Cuſtom of the 
presbyterian Miniſters in the Noth, when they Ad- 
niniſter the Sacrament of Baptiſm,” ro demand of the 
parents (whom only they admit as Sureties, except in 
e caſe of groſs Ignorance or Scandal) a Profeſſion 
of their Faith, and a promiſe to perform the Pa- 
rental Duty: In enforcing of this it has been 'uſual IM 
with them to mention the Weſtminſter Confeſſion as 2a - Wl 
good Abridgment of Scripture Doctrines. There is 
no Eſtabliſhed Form for this among them, nor did ml 
the diverſity of Form which Miniſters uſed all along 
(and ſtill might uſe) ever till of late give any Offence: Ml 
Nay, I am credibly informed, that ſome years ago 
Muiſters of the beſt Reputation frequently omitted 
the mention of that Confeſſion at Baptiſm altogether, nl 
yet without being in the leaſt fuſpected on tflat ac- 
ll... pg SA IT be So 
It is not neceſſary to collect the various Forms now 
ſed, or to compare them, that it may appear where- 
in they agree, and wherein they differ. I will only J 
take notice of that which is thought by fome the 
moſt Obnoxious; and it will be eaſy to fhew- thar al 
ﬆ ground of Suſpicion or Offence can reaſonably be 
dome Miniſters then when they Baprize, having 
ii demanded the Rn, aſſent to the moſt 


e 


. 
* 1 
* . 


7 


R g= g P ⁊ COPE BOY 3 EE DO ⁵ĩ˙Ä:- IN OM RIN Wann FIT ICAO? 
{ _ oy EIN n 8 TY 1 oa — ps 1 2 IP F * 
Ge ; / > 55 s , : 1 : 
| 35 „ * 5 x ; 2 n E " a 8 4 J 
4 x 1 * 
. q i . i 
* FP 
— 7 a * 
N * 0 , 4 * 
< * \ 3 > 
| 


Tial Articles of Chriſtianity propofed in plain and un- 
Exceptionable 'T'erms, and in Concluſion, to the Scrip- 
tures: as the only perfect rule of Faith and Manners, ch 
they next enjom a Religious Care in the Education p. 
of Baptiſed Children, and they recommend as a help ſpe 
to grow in Chriſtian Know,edge, and in inſtructing Wl pe; 
of Families, the Meſiminſter Confeſſion and  Cate- ce 
chiſms, adviſing withal to examine them and all cor 
Humane Writings, by the Word of God as the on- 6:6 
ly Infallible Rule. Now what is there offenſive ed 

in this? Is it that Parents are not required to re- ve 
ceive, and to uſe. the Confeſſion Abſolutely, with- WM y; 
out any reference ro the Scriptures ? This is ſu 
Jo great an . Abſurdity, ſo entirely inconſiſtent with Wl (ec 
the Eſſential Grounds of the Reformation, that no | 
Intelligent Proteſtant can make ſuch an Objection. de. 
For if any Human Compoſure were in that man- nit 
ner to be abſolutely received, then by a plain and Wl dye 
neceſſary Conſequence, it wou'd be ſubſtituted in the ¶ ue 
room ct the Bible, and made the very Rule of Faith, Al 
"or ifit i to be raken on Treſt asconſonan to Ste ui 
Wirhout any Examination, the plain meaning is, thc; 
that Chriſtians ought. ro belicye it Implicitely vpon rp 
the bare Authority of it's Compilers or Impoſcrs. the; 
Bur can it be expected by any one, that all Parents þ 
whale. Children are baptiſed ſhou d profeſs the Ne- pes 
2 er Canfeflon, as the Confeſhon of their Pai? 

is certain the much greater part of them can't 
do ir unh Underſtanding, and for them to declare 
1 e to a large Collection of Propoſitions, ma- 
dy ſof which they have not examined, and perhaps 
have neither Suni or Leiſure to examine, is 
but a, piece of Solemn Inſincerity (whether ſuch Pro- 
poſitions be in themſelves true or falſe.) unleſs the 
were . ſecure in the Infallibility of the Compo 
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1 donor mean by this ro repreſent the Presbyre- 
rian Party in the Neth as an Ignorane People; on 
the contrary, as It is certain their Paſtors rake great 
Pains in inſtructing them, ſo they have, generally 
ſpeaking, as great a meaſure oft Knowledge as the 
people of any other Church: But the WeſtmniZer 
Conteſſion being one of the largeſt that ever. was 
compoſed, and deſcending ro many uneſfential and 
difficult Points in Divinity, about which very Learn- 
ed and Pious Men are ot different Opinions, it may 
well be. ſuppoſed without any Reproach, that rhe 


- WHY Vulgar fort have not been able to torm a deliberare 
; WY [udgment concerning ſeveral Controverties which are 

1 Wl decided in that Syſtem. : 1 

d When theſe things are conſidered, I cannot think 


there is any real difference of Sentiments among Mi- 
niters in this particular, whatever different ways of 


the Form I have now under conſideration, is ag.ce- | 
able to their general Senſe, and to believe other- 


©, vie were to have a very diſadvantageous Idea of 
„em, as leading their People implicitly, and concur- 
oa ring at leaft, in their making SolemnProfeſſions, which 
rs. - i 


they cannot make with Judgment. | 
But I hope the World will not imagine that 


besbyterians in the. North of Ireland, make a decla- 
rd Aſſent to the Neſtmintt er Confeſſion of Faith the 
wt 


condition of Chriſtian Communion, ps 
I find it aſſerted by Authors of very good credit, 
that no Church now a days requires any other Ex- 
leit Profe ſſion of Faith than what is contain'd in 
lite Apoſtles Creed, in order to Baptiſm, which muſt 
kt acknowledg'd a very conſiderable remaining In- 
ance of Conformity to the Freedom and Simplicity 
i the Primitive Church, amidſt all the contradicto- 
y Orthodoxys that are eſtabliſh'd and vehemently 
tended for, in the ſeveral parts of the. Chriſtian 


Speaking they may uſe ; nay I muſt conclude, that 2. 
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( 
never have been, and I hope never will be ſingular in | 
ſtraitning their Communion more than all other Wl « 

Churches. With a great deal of pleaſure I take this 
Opportunity of vinaicating the Church ot Scotland 
in particular, from that Imputation ; and I ſhall Ml © 
do it fromthe Aurhentick Teſtimony of a late Preface Will «© 

-  publiſh'd at Edinburgh, before a Collection of Confeſſun, Wl 
Catechiſms, Directorys &c. of publick Authority in the Wl © 
Church of Scotland, together with all Acts of Aſſembl) ili 
. which are ſtanding Rules &c. The Author ot that 
| Preface p. cix. in anſwering an objection againſt the Wi « 
uſe of Confeſſions as Publick Standards of Orthodoxy, Wi © 
from the bad Influence they may have on Religion and 
Learning; ſays, * Notwithſtanding the Authority 
« our Church (of Scotland) gives her Conteſſion, ii © 
cc js not made a Term of Chriſtian Communion. And 
cc afterwards when he deſiguedly treats on this Sub WM © 
cc ject, viz. the uſe which it is alledg'd the Churchill © 

c of Scotland makes of her Confeſſion, in the Admin“ 

r ſtration of the Sacrament of Baptiſm ; and p. cxlii * | 
et he ſays, Sir Richard Steel's Aſſertion concerning | 
ec Scotlaud in his Dedication to the Pope, That In Re 
cc fants are Baptized there, not only into the Name of tice 
* the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, but into ti that 
cc pure Doctrine profeſſed and ſettled by the Chur prot 
ce of Scotland, will appear at firſt view plainly ria to! 
c culous to any body who is tolerably acquainte 1 
« with our Practice or Principles. Again p. ca Did 
© In ſo far as is known to us, there is no Act WM ther 
& Afemby, nor even of any Inferiour Church Judlhlſ niltt 

& cature eſtabliſhing the Confeſſion of Faith, as fait 

Term of Chriſtian Communion, and appoint! w. 
„ Miniſters to require an Aſſent thereto from Ciitiplc 
_< ſtjan Parents, in order to their being admitted w p 


c all the Privileges of Church Communion, and ptcir 


*- ticularly the Baptiſm of their Children, And lai 


— 


1 


Faeaſonable Adwice, c. 1 


« ly, P. exliii. As there is no Eſtabliſh'dRule; nor any ü 


Act of Aſſembly confining the benefit of Baptiſm 
« to the Belief of the ſeveral Articles of our Confeſſi- 
6 on, and excluding from a Participation of this Or- 
« dinance all Perſons who may in ſome things differ 
« from us, ſo there was no ground in Fact ever given 
& to a Perſon to complain of an Arbitrary Impoſition 
s upon him in this reſpect, nor can any Man, ſo far 
« 2s we know, alledge that he acquainted a Miniſter 
« that he had Scruples as to {ome Articles of the Con- 
« feſſion, or was ot a Contrary Opiniou to them, and 


« theretore that he could neither profeſs his Belief of: 


them, nor engage to Educate his Child in them, 
« 2nd was thereupon denied Accels to this Sacra- 
ment. On the other hand there have been ſeveral 
« Inſtances of | Perſons, who upon their defire have 
deen gratify d in this particular, while none ihad 
« ever reaſon to complain of a Refuſal. From which 
« Conſiderations, tis hop'd the groundleſneſs of the 
# Clamors rais'd by our Enemies will evidently ap- 
(c pear. 3 N 8 2 2 


I have ſet down theſe Paſſages at large, that the 
Reader may have a juſt Idea of the Rules and Prac- 
tice of the Church of Scotland in this point; and 


that the Presbyterians in the North may ſee what the 
profeſs d Advocates for that Church find it neceſſary 
o ſay in her Vindication. | e 


I I preſume it will not be alledg d that the Northern 
Diſenters have any different Rules of their own, and 


then there can be no pretence of quarrelling with Mi- 


niſters, if they did not mention the Confeſſion of A | 


Faith at Bapriſm ar all, much leſs when they do itin 


way which is perfectly agreeable to Proteſtant Prin- 
tiples, and, at leaſt as ſafe as any other for the Lai 


teir Religious Profeſſions. * 
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this Caſe to comply with the Popular Humour, ſo 


Authority) though they muſt acknowledge it is in it 


bout Candidates for the Miniſtry Subſcribing the 
Confeflion of Faith: And here it muſt be acknow- 
ledged there is a real diverſity of Opinio 


Alſſemblys: 
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niſterial Communion: 
Principles and Conſcience of every one. 


Fallibility of Human Compoſures, and the neceſſity of EX 


Some Miniſters may perhaps think it prudent in 


far at leaſt as not barely to recommend the Confeſ- 
| ſion, and expreſly inſiſt on comparing it with the Scrip- 
tures (which in the miſtaken Opinion of many weak 
People carrys the appearance of a diminution to it's 


ſelf very juſt to do ſo: But I hope they will find 
themſelves obliged ta vindicate their Brechren who 
think it neceſſary to uſe greater Freedom, and that 
when the Prejudices of the People are againſt Prin- 
Gples both True and Important, they ought not to 
ſilently indulged, but rather oppos'd in the openeſt 
manner. However I ſhould be ſorry, things were 
come to that paſs among the Presbyterians, that the 
moſt innocent uſages, and againſt which there is con- 
feſſedſy neither Rule nor reaſonable Objection, could 
not be born with, but muſt be the ſubject of Diſcon- 
tents and Jjealouſies. | 
Another point in difference among Miniſters, is a- 


| nay it has 
appeared by Publick Debates. in their Eccleſiaſtical 
Bur let not- the Reader be alarmed, as 
if a breach mult neceſſarily enſue, becauſe the differ- 
ence ſeems to be concerning the very Terms of Mi- 
T hope to make it evident no 
ſuch Canſequence, will naturally follow, and if on each 
ſide Men will act a Chriſtian part, they may conti- 
nue as firmly united as ever, with a ſafety to the 
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ln the preſent Caſe the Prejudice ſeems to be againſt the 


amining all Deciſions of Men by the Scriptures. 


got, Let k 
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Let it be obſerved then, that both Partys are a 
grced in this, that every Man who is concernediin Or- 
daining a Perſon to the Miniſtry, has a right to know 
his fitneſs for the Office, and particularly to demand 
a ſatisfying Proteffion of his Faith. Tis true the Or= _ 
dainers, and Perſon to be Ordamed being equally fal- 
lible, they may Err, the former in requiring a Pro- 
ſeſſon of Propoſitions which are not true, or not ne- 
cellary to be profeſſed in order to Miniſterial Com- 
nunion, and the other in disbelieving or refuſing to 
profeſs ſuch Principles as are both true and neceſſary: 
Nerert heleſs every Man muſt act according to tiie 
light of his own Conſcience, and though he ſhon'd = 
Er, yet he cannot act in contradiction to his Erro- 
reous Judgment without Sin. If the Diſſenting Mi- 
niſters are fo far agreed, what danger to Orthodory 
an poſſibly ariſe from their real difference which is 
only about the particular Words wherein the Chri- 
lian Doctrines ſhall be profeſſed? Does not the 
Opinion which feems to allow the greateſt Latitude, 
rletve to every Church, nay to every Ordainer a 
Right of Judging what Principles ſhall be profeſſed; 
my we muſt all acknowledge this Right may be a- 
mkd vrhile it is veſted in fallible Men. If any one 
thinks (tho' I can ſcarcely believe any Miniſter in Le- 
lad thinks ſo) that the Explicit Profeſſion of every 
Ingle Propoſition in the Weſtminſter Confeſſion is 
kecefſary ro-qualify a Perſon forthe Miniſtry, he muſt 
it according to his Judgment, none that I know of 
ne deny'd the right, tho* perhaps many are of O- 
— that in that caſe it wou'd not be duly ex- 
What I have ſaid is ſufficient to ſhew there is no 
Fund for the Clamour that has been raiſed agamſt 
Opinion which ſome call New, and which is re- 
enced as breaking thro* the only Security of ſound 
ere, and opening a wide Door for all 5 
3 | Errors 
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Errors to come into, the Church. For the Debate ij 
not what Doctrines ſhall be profeſſed as the Condi. WM* 
tion of Miniſterial Communion, (a Debate of ſuch 1 
Nicery and Difficulty, that Wiſe Men will not reajly “ 
| engage themſelves in it, it has an affinity with that“ 

Queſtion about the number of Fundamentals, which 
no Man or Church has ever yet pretended to deter-“ 
mine) but in what Form this Profeſſion ſhall be made. 
As to the prciiſe Articles to be profeſſed as a Qua- 


lification for the Miniſtry, the one party among the 
Presbyterians have declared no greater Latitude than 
the other: *Tis plain to every confidering Perſon, “ 
chat according to their preſent Rules, that affair 5“ 
placed on this foot viz. That every Presbytery. (the # 
only Aſſembly among them which Ordains, adi“ 
conſequently which in particular caſes: Judges o 
Quali fications for the Miniſtry) muſt Judge for them 
ſelves, What profeſſion of an Intrant is to be accounted ai: © 
fuſficient proof of. ſoundneſs in the Faith,” or agreeable 1. 
the ſubſtance of the Doctrine contained in the Weſtmin "t 
ſter Confeſſion ; or in other Words, what Propoſition: © 
are neceſſary to be: profeſſed, and what:are not. 
But 1 ſhall endeavour to give the Reader a clea |: 
View of the real Debate, that ſo he may the bettet *y 
determine whether it naturally, or neceſſarily tends ii. 
Some are of Opinion, © That as Freedom is ti & 
4 Birth-right of Mankind, any number of Men may, * 
C unite themſelves in a Society for ſuch purpoſes; an | b 
C under ſuch. Regulations as ſeem to them molt co t 
« yenient, provided they be agreeable to the Rig I 
& of others and the Rules of Juſtice: But eſpecial f 
it. is reaſonable that Men ſhould joyn together i, © 
..«« Worſhipping Aſſemblys; and as every Man has. . 
* Right to Judge for himſelf in matters of Religioſſ,. 


every Religious Society hath a natural Pre 


e * 8 5 
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« W6rſhipiog God and Ordering alt matters of 


« Faith and Manners; neither has any Man a Righeto 
enter into the Society without their Conſent or 
force them to entertain Communion with him 
& contrary to their Conſciences. In particular ſuch a 


; « Sociery mult Judge concerning the Qualifications 
- cot thoſe who inall be intruſted with the ſacred Office 
he 10 of are, and governing it, and of theſe Qua- 
in WF lifications, Orthodoxy ought to be eſteem'd a Prin- 


" eyen in Im 0! | T Points, and Contradictory Con- 
© ſequences drawn from them, the different Opinions 


fore (they think) a bare Profeſſion of the Bible 


the Sound and the Unſound. The Chriſtian Doc- 
* trine does not conſiſt 


One and Determinate, an agreement in it is neceſ- 


* ſary to an agreement in Faith and therefore; 
& whereas the 


* a plain conſequence (which their Brethren alſo ac- 


try ſhould be required to make ſuch a Profeſſion 


being no particular Form preſcribed in Scripture for 


ca fembly of Minifters Compoſing a Form which 
er i ſhall contain the true Seripture Doctrine, at. leaſt Þ 
' their own ſenſe of it ſo expreſſed as directly t“ 
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& ſoint Concern to the whole Body, in that way whickr 5 
& cemsto them molt agreeable to tne Supreme Rule t 


& cipal one. But ſince it is certain that various and 

* contradictory Senſes are put upon the Seriptures 

« of Chriſtians cannot be all Orthodox and there- 
can x be ſufficient, as not diſtinguiſhing between 
does in the meer Words a 
* of Scripture bar in the Senſe which being be i 
general Rules of the Goſpel ſeem by . 
* knowledge) to allow that Intrants into the Mini- : 


' as thoſe who admit them ſhall judge a ſufficient - 
© Evidence of their Soundneſs inthe Faith, and there 


* this purpoſe, there can be, as they apprehend, no 


: Ppole what they apprehend to be the moſt dans - - 


— „* 1 —— — — 1 * — the 2 — - — — * wy — 
— 2 
r CT Toad a, 
r 


r 


20 Seaſonable Advice, &c. 


1 KEE, | 
ce gerous Errors: What, inconveniency (ſay they) 


ce cart9Þe in this? Eſpecially when' füch à chart. 
e table allowance is made to à Perfon calPd to Sub- 
H cribe or other ways declare his aſſent, in caſe 
*« there appear to him any difficult or obſcure 
- ©. expreſſions, to explain them, which will be accep- 
ce ted if he does not explain away the ſubſtance of the 
Doctrine. What can hinder any Man's coming in- 
to ſuch a Subſcription or Declaration, if it be not 
c either an unaceountable Humour or a disbelief of the 
Doctrines contained in the publick Form which yet Wi © 
c they make no other uſe of than as a Teſt ofOrthodoxy Ml 
among themſelves: If any one cannot agree to it, 
& they will have all the Charity for him that can 
cc be reaſonably demanded, but they ſee no reaſon Will © 
&* for receding trom their on Standard which has ; 
<«_ been carefully examined and long approved, and ill 
ec being accuſtomedꝭ to it as a Summary of the Current 
Doctrine of their Church, it has to them a more 
& certain and determinate Meaning than any other 
„ Form: They ſee no reaſon, Tay, for receding from 
<. jt to indulge Men in a liberty of framing Private * 
Compoſures, which may generally be expected to be 
«© more looſe and indigeſted, nay and conſidering the ; 
& ambiguity of words and the ſubtle Artifices of ii 
« diſpoſed Men, may one time or other be a ly cove * 
« to dangerous Opinions. They ſeem to have the 6 
© neral Practice of the Reformed Churches on their ſide , 
c for the moſt of them have almoſt from the begin. 
| ning of the Reformation made their Articles anc T 
l « Confeſſions Teſts of Orthodoxy, and Subſcribing of ; 
| «©, otherwiſe declaring an afſent to them, a neceſſar 5 
} « Qualification for che Miniſtry. „ 
Other Miniſters are of a quite different Opinion 
and their ſenſe I take to be this, That no Church qq 
1 : 


——— AN es. 


_ -Seaſonable Advice, &c. 
« Sotiety of Chriſtians of whatever Order having 
« 2 proper Legiſlative Power over the Subjects gf 
« Chriſt, they ought not to form Excluſi ye Telts and 


. (c munion, the Terms whereof are as particularly de- 
Wl © cermin'd in the Goſpel as the Infinite Wiſdom of 


« our Redeemer ſaw fit; and we muſt not add to his 
Laws. There is not the leaſt inſinuation in'Scripture | 


5 eyen inthe moſt General Terms ofany Authotitygiven 
i to Mento examine the Orthodoxy of Chriſts Servants Fe” 
mM Precompos'd Forms of their own deviſing, ad to 
I ſo great a ſtreſs on ſuch Forms, by making them 
an © invariable Teſts, tends to exalt them in the 
n © Efteem of Chriſtians into an Equality with, the 


« Scriptures, nay to a greater perſpicuity at leaſt, as 
« if the Scriptures had no Determinate Senſe, and 
em © looks too like a Claim of Infallibility. They think 
that from this certain Truth, wherein both agree, 
| © that no particular Form of Confeſſi on is preſcribed 


an Inference ought to be made quite contrary to 
* what their Brethren make, viz. that no Church or 
Aſſembly whatſoever ought to make one which ſhall 
© be a Teſt for others, becauſe it ſeems to be an In- 
© tration of Chriſtian Liberty, an Encroachment on 


* if they needed Human Decifions to aſcertain' their 
„meaning. There are not, they ſay, the leaſt Foot- 
\© ſteps of an Allowance from Chriſt to make Par- 
* tieular Terms of Communion for Particular Chlrch- 
es; nay to do fo, is an unwarrantable narrowipg 


inionl © dirraty Incloſures and Topical Orthodox ys have 
ch off © had and can have no other Tendency thau to rent 


the Church in Pieces, and by preclading Men's im- 
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« Standards, as Conditions of any Religious 'Com- 1 


in Scripture different from the Scripture it ſelf, 


Chriſt's Prerogative, and in juriouſly to reflect on 
the Sufficiency and Perſpicuity of the Scriptures, as 


the Catholick Seriptural Foundation: Such Ar- 
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© mation. For the moſt corrupt Church will pretend 
* and has an equal right to Impoſe Unſcriptural Terms 


with the pureſt, and the more corrupt they are 


ſtiu the more rigid in adhering to their own Terms 
as the molt effectual Security of their Errors. They 
believe that to ſubmit to Human Forms of Religi- 


ous Actions, ſuch as Confeſſing our Faith is, as neceſ. 
ſary Terms of Communion, can never be reconciled to 
the Eſſential Principles of Non- Conformity, which 
ſtand, in a peculiar manner, on the ſtable'Foundati, 
ons of the Perfection of Scripture and Chriſtian 


Liberty, | 


ce If the wiſolt and moſſ Religious of 1 now 


* adhere to us, eſpecially upon this Principle, that no- 
thing can be made neceſſary by Men to Chriſtian Com- 


munion which Chriſt has not made neceſlary, fee us 
depart from that very Principle, placing our Union in 


an Uniformity of Words, and taking upon us to 
preſcribe to one another the preciſe Forms 0 


the moſt Solemn Religious Acts, they will preſently 


conclude there is little more Freedom left among us 


than in the Eſtabliſhment. If there were Truth in 
that pretence, that there is leſs Ambiguity in a Pub- 
lick Form than in the Voluntary Compoſures of pri- 


vate Men, and therefore the Churcli's ſatisfa&ion 
concerning the Soundneſs of her Members is better 


provided for that way, yet what Right have we 
to take an Unſcriptural Method for knowing the 


Orthodoxy of our Fellow Chriſtians? Is not this 
* to arraign the Wiſdom of Chriſt by charging De- 
fectiveneſs on his Rules? But tis known by Ex- 
perience, no Words are more Ambiguous or hare 


more contradictory Senſes put upon them than thoſe 
of Publick Forms, whereby it is indeed too apps- 
e een ee 
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tent that Men are under Violent Temptations to 


« They acknowledge indeed that moſt of the :Re- . 
« formed Churches have gone into this practice they WM 
« diſapprove, but it mult be acknowledg'd at the ſame 

time that the Reformation was but imperfect, and 

« there are at this day but too great Remains of 

« Popery in the Proteſtant Churches. Some, of the 
4 Proteſtant Churches however have found it neceſſa- 

« ry to depart from their Subſcriptions, and the Diſſent- 
« ing Proteſtant Churches in Exgland and ireland (not 
« the leſs pure for their wanting a Legal Eſtabliſh. 
ment nay it may be jaſtly queſtion d if in any 
Church ſince the Reformation, Purity of Doctrine ⁵⁶̃ 
« has been better preſerv d, or more of the Genuine | 
« Fruits of Vital Religion have appear'd) have con- 

« ſiſtently with their own Principles, never till of late 
made Teſts and required Subſcriptions ; a Novel 
« practice which has been unhappily follow'd with 
Jealouſies, Strife and Contulicn, © © 


us © In fine, they regard the Miſtminſter Confeſſion 
h in © 25 a valuable Abridgment of Chriſtian Doctrine and 
ub - * as ſuch very uſeful both for Miniſters and People. 
pri- © A Voluntary Subſcription to it they will eſteem 
tion WI © 2 ſatisfactory Profeſſion of Faith, ſo far as to qua- 

* lify a Perſon. for the Miniſtry, but they cannot agree l 
we © to make it an Invariable Standard, even with the | 
the allowance of explaining any ſcrupl'd Phraſe or Phra- 

WY © fes. For when Phraſes in it which a Serious and 
Orthodox Chriſtian may except againſt are laid Wi 
E- © afide, even the Remainder ought not to be made 
hae“ 2 Teſt, and a Wiſe and Good Man whom no 
* Church has a right to exclude our of the W = 
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0d who agrees to the Subſtance of the Doctrine, may 
CConſciemtiouſl: / ſeruple Subſcribing to the Human 

Form, when enjoyned as a Term of Communi- 
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I Believe both Parties will own I have done them 
Juſtice iu repreſenting their Opinions fairly, and indeed 
more largely than my defign neceſſarily requir'd, but 
ſince ¶ bave given them Equal Advantages, I hope 1 
mall he forgiven in taking ſo wide a compals. *Tis 
plain there is a Cain of Principles in each Scheme, and 
I have always obfery'd that the Gentlemen them- 
ſelves in their Debates, go as far back as I have.done 
for them, when they fully declare their ſeveral Senti- 
ments. I do not intend to enter into the debate to 
ſupport the Arguments, or anſwer the Objections 
on Either fide; but may it not be reaſonably hoped they 
will bear with one another? Is there any thing In- 
tolerable in either Opinion, or for which a Chriſtian 
can think the Rules of the Goſpel will juſtify him in 
Excommunicating his Brother, and if we may not on 
uch accounts caſt our Brother out of the Church, 
far leis may we detame and backbite him continuing 
. i eee 5 
= - For my ſelf, I am perſuaded that ſome, and I cha- 
ws -ritably believe, that all act from a true Zeal for what 
= -they.belicve to be an Important Religious Intereſt, ( 
and that the main intentions of each Party are ſuch n. 
.as both, agree in. 3 


T hoſe who inſiſt peremptorily on Subſcription, de- th. 
ſign nothing elſe by it than to preſerve what they n 


apprehend to be Goſpel Truth; and the Miniſters 
. who cannot agree to that as the ſole Teſt of Ortho 
doxy but contend. for Greater Freedom, are inffu 
enc d by no other Matives chan a zealous Regardto 
the Perlection of the Scriptures, and to the * 
| | the 
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Peace of the Church onGoſpetFoundations, and a con- 


cento ſecure Religious Frofeſſions from the Influence of 
Human Authority, which they think abſolutely hecsſ- 
{ary to their being Sincere. a; eib e en e, 
it it be ſo, how can they take upon them ſeverei 
to cenſure one another, meerly for ſome In voluntary f 
Miſtakes about the method of promoting ſuch. Valua- 
ble Ends as in the main they cangot but all approve of, 
[ doubt ſuch Treatment will be lock d upon. by on 
GreatMaſter as beating our Fellow Servants, which he 
will highly reſent. , ola Ban. 271 1 28. 2y tia} 
But perhaps it may be faid, bene ee Far- 
ty muſt acknowledge the Errors, of the other are not 
ſo great but they may be born with, yet when they 
it purſuant to their ſeveral Opinions a Diviſion will | 
enſue; for Example, an Intrant into the | Miniſtry 
refuſes toſubſcribe the Meſtminſter Confeſſtou, and ſomeare 
for admitting him, others are for rejecting him meerly | 
on that account. I ask why  ſhou'd this occaſion a 
Diviſion any more than difference of Sentiments ina- 
nother caſe; It is very well known that in Presby⸗ 
terys and Synods; Members differ in their Judgments 
35 well as in other Societys, but the Majority carrys 
it and the reſt have a Liberty of Diſſenting or Proteſt ing. 
It muſt, be ſuppos'd that all will agree in demand- 
ing a Confeſſion of Faith, and I have already obferv'd, 
that according to the Rules of the Synod, Presbyterys 
(i.e. the Majority) when they differ in their Opinions 
"muſt determine whether the Confeſſion an Intrant 
makes is a ſufficient Evidence of his Soundneſs in 
the Faith, or for the ſubſtance, agreeable to the Doc- 
trine contained in the J/eftminſter Confeſfion... , 
This then is the natural courſe in which ſuch an 
Affair ought to be iſſued: Whena debate happens, let 
the Majority after mature deliberation determine and 
the reſt acquieſce, only with a liberty of reaſoning 
LT : EBT... 
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= calmly againſt the Deciſion, and atterwards of Dif. 
a . fchting and Proteſting as they ſhall fee caule. Is n 
cke peculiar hrhappineſs of Eccleſiaſtical Aſſembijs 
that they cannot differ in Judgment without a Schitm ? 
Shall every or any Conclution be a Teſt ro the Mem- 
bers, and the Minority be held unworthy of their pla- 
ces in the Society, becauſe they gave their Voices a- 
gainſt the Judgment of their Fellow Members? Or 
muſt thie Sullen Minority break off whenever a Reſo- 
Tation is carry'd againſt them? Theſe are ſuch Ab- 
{urditys as can never find place with reaſonable and 
peaceable'Men. If I were a Member of ſuch Socie- 
tys I ſhould' condemn my ſelf as acting a very Vile 
and Schimatical part, if I conſented to the Excluſion 
of my Brother unleſs he tranſgreſs d the plain Eſſen- 
tial Rules of Society and the Goſpel, whatever op- 
poſition he might give to the particular Decili- 
ons of theſe Aſſemblys (a compliance with which I'm 
perſwaded ought not to be nor can by Diſſenters con- 
ſiſtently with their own Principles be made the Con- 
dition of any Religions Communion ) or if I ſbou'd 
break off from, or endeayour to diſolve the Aﬀociaticn 
while'nothing ſinful was requir'd to be done by me 28 
the Condition of my continuing in it, tho things 
very inexpedient or even ſinful (ſuch as the rejecting 
a Miniſter whom I thought well qualify'd ) were car- 
ry'd by the Majority while I had Liberty openly to 
declare my Diſſent, and were not bound to any Crimi- 
—. —r. 8 
Tubus I think it is very plain, that if oùr Miniſters 
_ rc Charitably diſpoſed, there may remain a firm Uni- 
on among them notwithſtanding their diverſity af 
Judgment, and all the valuable purpoſes of their Aſſo- 
Liations may be purſued by their Joint Counſels as for- 
meny, wich a perfect ſafety to the Conſciences of all, 
SE and wichout laying any of them under a neceſſity ot 
V departing 
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&parting from their ſentiments. I wiſh many of them 
ay not be too much influenced by remote uncertain 
views and inadvertently bring on a preſent Miſchief. e. 
4 Ruprure among themſelves by being too Sollicitous 
w provide againſt a future Danger that may never IM 
happen, viz. the entrance of erroneous Perſons in- 1 


- Who their Communion: Such a proviſion is the leſs necef- 
c ary becaufe the Rules of the Goſpel and their own 
iccipline afford them a juſt and unexceptionable 

aay of purging out Hereſies when they are detected. 
rie Maxim, that the Wiſdom of Prevention is bet: 
er than that of Remedy, does not hold in this caſe 
sen the diſeaſe is uncertain- The Remedy is plain 

1 and all are agreed in the application of it, but the 

- Wi fceventive is at leaſt doubtful, and in the opinion of 

- Wh fiany unlawful, and it cannot be uſed without a 
) “ß 8 „ 


I will next conſider the ſtate of affairs among the 
- iesbbyterians at, and fince the laſt Synod; and to 
= introduce me to this it is neceſſary to obſerve that be- 
d ween the meetings ot the Synod: in June, 1720 and 
nn, the Popular Jealonſies increas d prodigiouſſy: 
ae Pacifiek Concluſion already mention'd was fo 
5 WW from quieting the minds of the People, that they 
ock a greater Licence than ever in reproaching 


7- WMiviſters. © Several Incidents contributed tothis which! 
to vin not mention, and I wiſh indirect Arts and 


* hduſtry had not been uſed to inffame the Populace- 
dome Miniſters however, finding themſelves uneaſy 


> Wy the difcontents of many in their Congregations, 
1 thought fit in their leſſer Aſſemblies, in order to re- 


lore and preſerve their Quiet, to ſubſcribe the Net-. 
ninfter Confeſſion (tho there had been no concert id + 
1 be Synod to that 83 as the beſt aſſurance they 
M tould give of their Orthodoxy. This had the inten- 


d effect, in ſecuring to them the eſtcem of their Wl 
ng DE, Se- i 


28 85 Seaſonable Advice, &c. | 


Congregations, but it. had another effect too (which, 
1 hope, few, if any, of them intended) that is to 
 thcreaſe Suſpicions concerning ſuch of their Brethren, as 
did not Subſcribe anew and on that particular occa- 
ſion. People came to the Synad from far diſtant parts 
With loud demands of an U niverſal Subſcription as | 
the only effectual way to vindicate the Miniſtry from 
aſperſions caſt upon ſome (tho no Perſon was nam' d) 
and to fatisfy many of our ewn Communion who were 
deeply impreſs'd with Jealouſy: - How ' theſe Affairs 
were conducted in the Synod: I will not particularly 
relate, but two things were concluded on which, with 
the Conſequences of them, have been the Subject of 
great Speculation, | „ nt] „ 


Firſt, A Declaration concerning the Eternal and Indepen- 
dent Deity of our Lord Jeſus Christ, which has been 
Yrinted and the Reader cannot be ignorant of it: 
10 this, fame Miniſters did not vote with the Synod, 
which many People, either thro' miſtake or malice, 
hape repreſented as proceeding from their disbelict ot 
the Doctrine, rho ſcarcely. in any caſe could there have 
been greater Evidence of the contrary. For, 


Fu, In the Declaration it ſelf it is expreſſy aſſer- 
ted by all who joyn'd in it, that they know none of our 
_ Perſuaſion in this Kingdom who are ęrroneous in that 

Point. Here is a ſolemn T eſtimony given by a Great 
Aſſembly to all the Presbyterians in Ireland, both Mi- 
niſters and People, and to ſuppoſe that they belie- d 
| fome of their own. Members, at the ſame time, unſound 

in that very Article eg were Dcclaring, is to charge 
the Synod withthe groſſeſt diſſimulation. If the Beha- 
viour of the Miniſters who declin'd Voting was an) 
cauſe to ſuſpe& them, their Brethren were 3565 


„ hages of it; but it is plain, they thought it gave no 
ut ground of Suſpicion at al. 
Sondly, In the Synod's Minutes tis obſerv'd, That 
$ ſme Miniſters were unwilling to come into the Overture (the 
Printed Declaration) and expreſly aſſerted, that the rea- 


ſon of their "unwillingneſs was not becauſe they disbeliev/d. 
the Article of ChriſPs Supreme Deity, for that Article they 
profeſs in the ſtrongeſt Terms. So that, if all the Mem- 
ders of the Synod (before whom the Minute was 


y bpablickly read and they approv'd it) may be beliey'd as 
ch Wirnefles of Fact, they have given an Authentick Vin- 
ot Wl dication of their Brethren, which methinks might ſi- 
kuce the Clamour of ignorant or ill natur'd People 
lo either were not preſent or could not underſtand 
vat was fo openly tranſacted in their own hearing. 
It: 1 


d, WI Thirdly, The true Reaſon of thoſe Miniſters refuſin 
cc, Wi to Vote is given in the ſame Minute, viz. That they 
in their Judgments were ' againſt al Authoritative, Hu- 
mane Decifions asTeſts of Orthodoxy, aud becauſe they judg d 
ſuch a Declaration unſeaſonable at that time. 7 


When theſe Circumſtances are put together and im- 
our A partially weigh'd, the Candid Reader may be ſafely 
ruſted to judge for himſelf, whether there be, from 


Mi- ſuſpecting, that any of the Presbyterian Miniſters 
| ac Erroneous in the Article of Chrift's Divinity: And 
jet lome People are weak or prejudic'd enough, at 


arge Walt ro ſpeak as if they did entertain Jealouſies on that 


cha- count. They ſay, it is ſtrange that Miniſters, if they 


; belt dine any manner or any opportunity of deciazing it. 
ge bu ſuch Reaſonings and Surmiſes proceed from an et 
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the Tranſactions of the Synod in this Affair, juſt Ground 


were firmly perſwaded of ſo great a Truth, ſhould de- 
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arę unacquaintedneſs with the Debate about ſubſcribing 
or declating Articles of Religion in Humane Forms 
as the only Evidences of Orthodox y. And becauſe 
the Perſons whom, for their own ſakes, I could heartily 
wiſh to be ſatisfy d in this matter, either have not 
ſeen or perhaps can't eaſily enter into the notion of the 
Arguments which are contain'd in Learned T'reati- 
ſes on that Subject, I will propoſe a few plain Queſli- 
ons to them, whereby 1 hope the fallacy of their 
Objections will appear. Do they think all the Mi- 
niſters in Feland who never till laſt June declard 
Chriſt's Divinity in the Synods Fozm were to be ſuſ- 
peed? I ſuppoſe it will be readily acknowledg d, 
they were not: It follows then, that this Declarati- 
on is not the Sole Teſt of Qrthodoxy, or that no Man 
is to be condemn'd as Exroneous meerly for not ma 
king it. If it be objected, that the Form was not 
compiled before laſt June and no one declin'd it; 
the Caſe 1s very difterent between not making a 
Declaration when it is not propos'd and refuling it 
- when it is propos'd, I anſwer, The. Article of Crit 
Deity did rot then begin to be or to be ſufficiently ex- 
preſs'd, and {till 'tis evident, that meerly not declaring 
in that Form is no juſt Ground for condemning any 
Perſon as Heterodox, ſince that Form it ſelf is not the 
only juſt and ſufficient Expreſſion of the Article, and 
therefore whatever conſtruction may be put on refu 
ſing that Declaration, it can't poſſibly amount to 
Proof of any Perſon's denying the Doctrine; elſe the 
Importance, the Eſſence, at leaſt the Perſpicuity of Chriſi 
an Dodctrines depends on Firms Compos'd by Fallivk 
Men, which infinuates ſuch an Imputation of Detec 
tiveneſs on the Scriptures as no Proteſtant will allow 
and which, if I apprehend right, it was the princi 
pal Deſign of the Non-declaters to avoid. For we 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe what in effect the 1 
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Scruple was againſt a Fallible Aſſembly's: appropria- 


of be latisfying. JJC „ 
de Again 1 ask, what Satisfaction, what aſſurance of 


ti- their Sound neſs in the Faith would theſe Miniſters 


have given if they had voted with their Brethren? 
We muſt haye depended on their Sincerity, and have 
we not the ſame Security by their declaring the 


the Strongeſt Termi, and by their ſolemnly aſſuring 
ceed from a disbelief of the Doctrine? What Power- 


confin d to it, or the Truth of God? And Laſtly, Is 
it a ſufficient Evidence againſt any Man, (ſufficient {[ 
nean to Conclude him Guilty) that he refuſes to 
purge himſelf of a ſuſpeted Offence by his own 


has hitherto been reckoned unjuſt to Condemn any 
Perſon without Evidence. The Law of God expreſly 


Man for any Iniquity or any Sin, in any Sin that 


it is an invariable Apoſtolical Canon + Againſt an 
Elder receive not an Accuſation but before (by the Teſti- 
mony of) two or three Witneſſes. Can it be reaſona- 
ble then to pronounce Sentence on a conſiderable 


— 
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Doctrine in their own Terms,” which the Synod calls 


their Brethren and others, that their refuſal at that 
time and in thoſe Circumſtances to declare did not pro- 


ful Charm is there in a Human Form of Words, that WM 
i only mult be ſatisfying ? Is the Candour of Men Wl 


Teſtimony and according to a particular Form? It 
determines that || One Witneſs ſhall not riſe up 455 | 


fiuneth: at the Mouth of two Witneſſes or at the Mouth of 
three Witneſſes, ſhall the Matter be eſtabliſhed: And 
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Minute aſſerts to have been Fact, that the principal- } 


ic tag the Declaration of any Scripture Doctrine to a 
ly late invented. Sett of Words ſo as they only ſhould L 
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Number of Elders as Guilty of Hereſy without any 
Witnels ar all? Or ſo to invert the Laws of Na- 
ture and ot the Goſpel, as to make their Innocence or 1 
Guiltineſs before Men ſtand on the Foot of their own 
Teſtimony, accuſing or acquitting them? I do not 
charge the Synod with ſuch Injuitice ; I know, and 
I. would have the World to know, that their Pub- 
lick Actings ſtood clear of it, otherwiſe I would call 
their Declaration no better than an UNRIGHTE- 
OUS INQUISITION : They only thought 
(that is the Majority) their Declaration Expedient, 
and as ſuch propoſed it to their Brethren, who diffe- 
red from them in Opinion; but did the Synod there- 
fore ſay, the Non-Deelarers were Erroneous; on the 
contrary they pronounced them Sound. If any private 
Perſons ſhall take upon them to Judge otherwiſe, as 
I'm afraid: ſome have done, let them try how they 
will be able to reconcile their raſh Judging to the 
plain Rules of Natural Juſtice and Chriſtianity. 
Let it be obſery'd that tho? I have in this Caſe 
enter'd into the Defence of one Party more than my 
main Deſigu neceſſarily led me to, yet it is not in 
any matter of debate between them and their Bre- 
tchren, but to refute an unjuſt Charge laid againſt them, 
wherein I would not willingly. ſuppoſe Miniſters 
to have any Hand: To ſet the Truth in a clear 
Light, I thought, might Contribute to the healing of 
Differences among the People, by ſhowing them 
they have no cauſe to ſuſpect any of their Miniſters as 
bred; which I Hope may remove their greateſt 
Uneaſineſs. I have not ſaid the Synod's Declaration 
was ine xpedient, nor have I ſaid the contrary, and 
this I take to be the Queſtion among Miniſters; but 
whether it was or not, there is no Ground from it, 
or the Conſequences of it, to accuſe any of Hetero- 
TZ 
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The ſecond: Thing propos 'd in the Synod and after WM 
3 long Debate Concluded on, Which I ſhall rake No- 
tice of, was Subſcribing the H/eſtminſfter Confeſſion of WM 
Faith, which has been the occaſion of great Noiſe, 
[:alouſy and Confuſion, however Innocentiy it might 
be at firſt intended. The Mouths of People are o- 
pen'd wide, Reflections are liberally thrown as Men 
1 affect the Perſons and Characters or the Opinions of 
— the Partys; but as the Majority of the People are of the 
t ſame Sentiments with the Majority of the Miniſters, 
„ WHT without having Knowledge and Charity enough to 
lep them within due Bounds, a clamorous indiſcreet 
x Zeal for Orthodoxy does almoſt every where prevail, 
je nnd is a plentiful Source of continual Reproaches The 


1 pts r — ©" &. 


te generality of the Laity concut in laying the Blame of 
48 their Diſſentions upon the Miniſters; they ſeem to 
-y Wl think that their (the Miniſter's) Diſagreement among 
1c WM themſelves, juſtifies che utmoſt Licence the People take 


in deſpiſing, reflecting upon, nay: and deferting their 


1y the declared Reſolution of others. 

in . hope to make it appear that the Laity are in this 

re- itirely miſtaken, that themſeltes, not their Miniſters, 

m, Wl at in the Fault that Things are carry d to ſuch an Ex- 

ers ¶ uemity; and that if they will bearken to Reaſonable 

ear and Peaceful Counſels, Peace may yet be reſtox d ang 

of preſerv'd among them on the Foundations which the 

em Wl Miniſters have laid. When I ſpeak of the Miniſters I 
as vould be underſtood to mean the Synod where the 
reſt I vere! Aſſembled: in a Body, the private Conduct of Mai 
ion I ſome I do not Concern my felt with, further than to Wl 
and I vim it may be Regular and Agrecable to their pub- WY 
but lex Concerts V. 
it, . It will not here be neceſſary ro inſiſt on the Rea - 


lonings of the partys in the Affair of Subſcribing; rhe | 
Julicious Reader will be Pretty well apprized: of the 


Miniſters, which has been the Practice of ſome-and i 


Arguments 
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Arguments on both ſides from what I have already 

ſaid concerning the Subſcription of Candidates, and 
the Particular laſt mention'd, the Synod's Printed De- 
claration. But the Grounds upon which I propoſe 
to vindicate the Synod and recommend Peace to the 


* 


People, are principally theſe. © + 


Fuſt, That the Subſcription was wholly Volun- 
No Rule obliging any to it was ever propoſed; 
nor indeed could be, conſiſtently with the Practice of 
the Presbyterian Churches, and their known Method 
of Diſcipline, only the Synod's Leave was ask d that 

_ ſuch as judg d it Expedient to Subſcribe might take 
that Opportunity of doing it. And tho” ſome appre- 
hending the Unhappy Events which have ſince fallen 
out, did oppoſe the Synodical Permiſſion and Pro- 
teſted againſt it, yet from the Nature of the Thing 
(abſtracting from Circumſtances whereof Men had 
different Views) no ſuch Conſequences could ariſe. 

_ Secondly, Purſuant to this when the Subſcription was 
over, the Synod (or rather the'feveral Partys in the dy- 
nod) made C H ARIT ABLE DEC LARA- 
T' IO NS vherein, on the one Hand the Non- Sub- 
ſcribing Members declare, They Charitably believe thit 
their Brethren, whoſe Sentiments and Practice are herein 
2 ere of Subſcription) different from their oun, 

' have afted according to the Light of their Conſciences, and it 
was not the Defign of the Proteſt to inſinuate auy thing b 
to the Contrary, and that it was their (the Non-Subſcri- 
bers) Reſolution to maintain the ſame” Brother ly Correſpon- 
. dence. and Communion with their Reverend Brethren ut 
formerly. On the other Hand the Syncd declare's, That 
= - by abowing ſuch es as Judy d it neceſſary to Sil. 
Sw - ſcribe the Weſlminſter Confeſſion, they did nit intend u 
imat the leaſt Reflection on ſueh as had not Dorey , 


cs 
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l into that Method, as if they were unſound in the Faith, Wl 
aud that different Sentiments on that Head do not Juſtify Ml 
Breach of Communion among us. They earneſtly recommend it _ | 
y their People to entertain no Jealouſys, nor ill Opinions of | 
Miniſters for not Subſcribing, but look upon this as a matter 
wherein Chriſtians and Miniſters are to Exerciſe mutual 
Hrbearance towards one another, 
Since this Difference of opinions happen'd _— 
Miniſters, (and ti's never to be expected bur that ſuck 


CÞ + Th a. ſe wu... 


1. Differences may happen among wiſe and good Men) 
x Wh what more could be done to prevent the ill effects 
+ Wit? Or if People will conform themſelves to the 
at Example and Advice of the Synod, what ill Con- 
ce bequence can enſue > The Subſcription was intirely 
Voluntary, the Synod gave only an Allowance for it; 


without ſo much as recommending it to any one, 
o- but barely permitting ſuch as Themſelves judged it 
ng WW ieecflary, and fo far from counrenancing a Breach of 
ad Wcommunion, or ſo much as Jealouſy on that account, 
bey earneſtly preſs'd the contrary. The Laity will 
ras Wes a very different, a directly oppoſite part, if they 
at on Subſeription as neceſſary, or indeed if they 
A. be jealous of and diſaffected to 'their Minifters for 


abs their opinions on either fide of the debate. Let them 

that judge then whether the Conduct of the "Miniſters 

rein WW (n the Synod) will juſtify them in making a Breach, 

un, n entertaining Suſpicions of, in reproaching of de- 

dn erting Miniſters, meerly on the ſcore of Subferibing 
e Non-Subſcribing. If chey will proceed ſo fat, the 

(cri- NCaſe muſt then ſtand thus; The Miniſters differ in 

en- eir Judgments, the People are divided in their Af: WM 
n © etions; the Miniſters left Subſcription free, the Peoples 
Tho: I vill Impoſe it; the Miniſters practice and recommend IM 
S- utual Forbearance, the People will make a: Schiſm. MM 


But becauſe this fort of Reaſoning from the Judgs 
mat and Practice of the Synod may not be thonghr WM 
BK | e e ſufficiennt 
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ſufficient (as I confeſs it is not enough to determine 
the People who have a Right to ſee and judge for 
themſelves, only my Intention was to vindicate the 
publick Proceedings of the Miniſters from the Charge 
of Caufing Diviſion.) L ſhall therefore endeavour to con- 
vince the Laity, that the Methods and Reſolutions 
taken by the Synod for preſerving Peace are in them- 
ſclves Chriſtian and Reaſonable, and that they ought 
to acquieſce in them, neither acting in Oppoſition to 
them nor urging the Synod to alter them, or to go any 
3 And my Method for doing it, ſhall be 


0 


no Evidence of their Unſoundneſs. 


Secondly, If it be not an Evidence of their Unſound- 
neſs, it can be no juſt Reaſon for any Eccleſiaſtical 
Aſſembly to Exclude them from Miniſterial Commu- 
nion. | d du | 


And in the Third Place Conſequently, the People 
ought not to ſeparate from their Miniſtry on that 
account, nor can they do it conſiſtently with their 
own Principles. EE en re (6; | 
If theſe Particulars are fully proved, I hope every 
one will acknowledge with me, that notwithſtanding 
this Difference, the Union of the Northern Diflenters 
ought to remain unſhaken. For what pretence ca 
there be for ſeparating from Miniſters on the account 
ef their not Subſcribing, but that either ir proves 
them Heterodox, or that being neceſſary for Order any 
Peace, the Chuch has a Right to require it, and the 
are diſqualify'd tor the Miniſtry by their Diſobedience 
_ or elſe that the People apprehending it more for the! 
Edification, may of their own accord deſert them, and 


* 


= . N * 5 
8 = — — — TP ͤÄ—V c tian. ia 
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e hat 1 have undertaken. 5 


Evidence of their Unſoundneſs. 


1 And this Ithink is very plain, becauſe the Scandal ofß³ 
t Error is a Fact not to be concluded that way accord=- MM 
0 ng to the Rules of Juſtice and the Goſpel, In Eccleſi: 
tical as well as all other regular Socletys, the only 


be I kridence of an Offence is the Poſitive Teſtimony ot 


Witneſſes, that a Fact is Committed 1 to the 


ſtanding Laws of that Society: A Perſon duly quali- 


>> Wd and regularly admitted as a Member is to be held 8 


5 
. 
- 


e ich others 2, Bur the Vanity and Ground- 
r Teuneſs of all theſe Pretences will appear when I prove 


: Firſt, I will ſhow that Miniſters not Subſcribing is no. k 


Janocent. till he be after this manner convicted of a 


horrid Uſurpation and Iniquity. If in a Commgn- 


"a. 


wealth or Kingdom, either Subjects who haye*no 


Authority at all, or even Inferior Miniſters of Jaſtiee 


Criminals which the Law has not preſcribed; if they- 


which the publick Authority en joyns, however agree- 


Witneſſes an Accuſation is not to be received. Shall Chriſ- 
ans take upon them to find out new Ways of their 


Treſpaſs, and to -infli& on him the Penalties which 
the Legiſlative Power has appointed for Criminals, is 


ſhall invent private Methods of their own for trying. 
ſhall contrive Teſts different in Words from thoſe 


ible they may think them in Subſtance, and treat their 
klow Subjects as Guilty, and puniſh them for retuſ- 
ng to fubmit to theſe Methods of Trial, and to Sub- 
cribe theſe Teſts would not ſuch Proceedings be 
jltly look'd upon as very Irregular? But the Caſe _ 
tems to me exactly Parallel: The Goſpel. has pre- 
krided a method for trying Scandals which only are 
lacs capable of Proof by Witneſſes, and without © 


3 
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w for trying their fellow Chriſtians, and for a.re- I 
lil of Submiſſion hold them Convicted of Scandal, 
A 


nay and infli&t the Penalty of Non-Communion which 
Chriſt has appointed to be only inflicted on thoſe who 
according to his Rules are found to walk diſorderh, 
We may indeed uſe private Forms (I call them al 
ſuch which are Compos'd by Fallible Men) for ex- 
preſſing our own Religious Opinions, without con- 
tradicting the Rules of the Goſpel, and. this is 
all that II believe the Subſcribing Miniſters intended 
to do; but to make theſe Forms the Inſtruments of 
Scrutiny into the Faith of our Brethren, and hold 
them difqualify'd for Communion upon the ſcore of 
Error if they will not come into them, can never be 
vindicated from perverting the Goſpel Rules, and 
intrenching on the Prerogative of Chriſt and the 
Rights of his Subjects. 1 
HBeſides I would have the People conſider, that Non- 
Subſcribing cannot prove Miniſters Guilty of any 
Scandal (unleſs Non-Subſcribing it ſelt be a Scandal, 
aud if that be alledged, let the Scripture Rules where- 
of it is a Tranſgreſſion be produced) becauſe Scandal is 
A Fact ſo lar known as to give Offence: In the Caſe 
of Ertonmhat only which can be called a Scandal 1s 
Teaching or otherwiſe Venting ſome falſe Principle. 
Now if N6n-Subſcribing proves a Perſon Guilty ot 
any Error, it is the Secret, otherwiſe undiſcovered 
Error of his Mind, not that he has declared to o- 
thers any falſe Opinion, which alone could be offen- 


But farther, If Non. Subſctibing be an Evidence 0 
any Errors contrary to the Weſtminſter Confeſſion, which 
Errors or how many are the Non- Subſcribers chargeable 
with ? In that excellent Syſtem we all acknowledge þ 
the moſt EffentialTrurhs of Religion are contain d, ail 
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SE well as ſome Principles which are Uneſſential: Nov 


meerly from Non-ſubſcribing we may as well con- 


TH clide that a Perſon denys the former as the latter, Nay n 


every 


5 
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every. Propoſition in rhe Confeſſion as well ab any. 
THE BEING OF GOD, for Example, is 
Doctrine declared in the Confeſſion, as well as the 
power of the Magiſtrate in Matters of Religion: Dare 
ay of Us. ſay we believe a Non-Subſcriber is ah - 
Atheiſt, and accordingly we could juſtly proceed te 
puniſh- him; and yet that may be as fairly inferr'd 
meerly from Non-Subſcribing as that he denys any 
Propoſition in the twenty third Chapter of the Confef- 
ſion. All then that this ſort of Evidence will amount 

to is, that we ſuſpect a Non- ſubſcriber is Guilty ot 
ſome Error, but we can't tell what, nor how damn 
gerous, Which if it be a fair way of proving Scandal, 
kt the World Judge. But as we have no Authority 
from the plain Maxims of Natural Equity or from 
on- the Word of God to Conclude that Non-Subſeribing 

is an Evidence of Unſoundneſs; ſo we have none from 
Men. The Eccleſiaſtical Authority which Presbyte- 
tians acknowledge is in their Aſſemblies (Synods and } 
Presbyterys) but none of them have declared that à 
Miniſter ſhall be held Guilty of Heterodoxy for not 
Subſcribing. The laſt Synod did it not, but the con- 
trary, and in none of their former Meetings wWwas the 
Practice of Subſcribing fo much as permitted, or 
even propos d. And Lafth the Non-ſubſcribers have 
Condeſcended to purge themſelves by their own Teſti- 
mony ; they have often declared the Reaſon of their 
refuling to Subſcribe, is not becauſe they disbelieve 
the Doctrine of the Confeſſion. It they did Subfcribs 
they would: only be Witneſſes for themſelves, and in 
effect we have their own Teſtimony, ſo far as the 
pteſent Argument is concern'd, that is to ſhow that 
Non-Subſcribing is no Proof of their Unſoundnefſs. 


Secondly, If nm Subſcribing be vos an Evidence M. 
ers Unſorgnaueſs, it can be uo quis Reaſon for am E. 
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 dlefiaſtical Aſſembly to exclude them out of Miniftria 


It can't be pretended: that refuſing to Subſcribe 
ſhows ſuch Ignorance and Inſufficiency as to render 
Men thereby unfit for the Miniſtry, nor that it fixes 
any Scandal on their Lives: It remains then that it 
muſt diſquality them as being a Proof of Heterodoxy, 
which I have ſhown'it is not, or elſe that the Church 
agreeing on Subſcription as neceſſary for Peace and 
Order, they may be juſtly caſt out who are Diſobe- 
dient, which is the Point I have now under Conſidera- 
tion. Tis true this is not the Caſe in Fact among the 
Northern Presbyterians, nor do I apprehend that ever 
it will be; for the Synod's CHARITABLE DE- 
CLARATIO N being founded on Reaſons of a 
perpetual Nature (no leſs than the unchangeable 
| 1 the Goſpel concerning Charity and mutual 
Forbear ance among Chriſtians) I cannot ſuffer my 
ſelt to believe that ever they will be induced to de- 
part from it. But ſome People may entertain other 
Expectations: At the laſt Synod ſome of them inſiſt- 
ed, that Subſcription ſhould be peremptorily requi- 
red, tho Miniſters were ſenſible it could not be done, 
and I don't know how far they may yet preſs their 
Miniſters to break Communion with the Non-Sub- 
| {cribers. I will therefore endeavour to Convince them, 
that they (the Subſcribing Miniſters) cannot come 
into ſuch Meaſures without breaking thro' their own 
Principles, nay and the ſtanding Rules of Chriſtia- 
= order to this, I deſire ouly it may be granted, 
(which I think cannot reaſonably be deny'd) that no 
Chriſtian Society has a Right to caſt any Man out of 
the Miniſtry, or any kind of Church-Communion, 
unleſs it be tor Reaſons for which the Goſpel enjoyns 
ens | 3 or 


Communion are moſt precarious Things, depei 


not on the Will of the ONE GREAT 


LAW-GIVER, but the Arbritary Will and 
Pleaſure of Men. Now who can poſlibly believe 
this that ſeriouſſy reads the NEW TEST A- 
MENT? Has not our Lo x p ſufficiently de- 
clared his Will, that his Servants ſhould aflociate for 
outward Religious Acts, and that for Edifying bis 
Bach there ſhould be Paſtors and Teachers in the 


Church > Has he not declared the neceſſary Quali- 


kcations of the Perſons who ſhall be employ d in 


this Sacred Work? They muſt be Blameleſs, Sober, 


Vgilant, of good Behaviour, Apt to Teach, Faithful Men, 
Holy, Temperate, Fuſe, Holding fait the Faithful Word. 


Whoever is thus qualify'd, having been regularly 
called to the Miniſtry, has a Right to continue in 


it, unleſs the Laws of Chriſt may be vacated by the 


Commands of Men. Let us ſearch the Scriptures 


as diligently as we can, we ſhall ſind nothing re- 


quir'd to fit a Man for the Miniſtry, but what is 


comprehended in theſe three, Aptueſs to Teach, Sound- 


neſs in the Faith, and a good Converſation. And con- 


{quently by theſe Scripture Rules, He who having 


a competent meaſure of theſe Qualifications has 
been Lawfully Ordain'd, ought not to be rejected bur 


upon an apparent Failure in ſome of them. Human 
Laws or Canons enjoyning new Qualifications have 
no Foandation in the Goſpel, and he that is Diſqua- 
lißed by his not complying with them may yet be in 
al Reſpects an Approved Miniſter of Cyr 15s r, and 
ought to be ſo regarded by his People. The Rights 
of Miniſters and People muſt be, I think, allow'd 
to reſt on the ſame Foundation. As the latter en- 


joy their Liberties, and claim their Priviledges (the 
8 e | Tokens 
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or allows him to be caſt out. If it be not ſo, the 
External Priviledges of Chriſtianity and Religious 
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Che Tokens of Chriſtian Communion) by the Golpel. 
and can't juſtly be deprived of NI by wo 
greſſing the Rules therein preſerib'd; the former are 
entituled to the Regard due to their peculiar Charac- 
ter by the ſame great Charter, ſo long as they ful- 
fil the Conditions which it enjoins. It any Chriſtians 
call make excinſive Terms of their owu, in ſo far 
they depaxt from the Simplicity of the Goſpel, and 
-. their Society ſo far ceaſes to be the Church of Canis, 
as not being ſubject to his ſole Legiſlative Authority 
and entirely govern' d by his Laws. For -wheneyer 
theſe Conditions of Memberſhip and Communion are 
cbang'd there is an 'Eflentjal Change in the Conſtitu- 
tion. Again, when new Lawgivers are ſet up, the 
| Loeicty muſt be new. And new Lawgivers they are 
who. take upon them to annex Penalties ( eſpecial- 
ly. the Penalties Which the Ancient and Proper Le- 
Siſlator has fix d) not to the Original Laws, but 
0. Appointments of their own. In the preſent Caſe, 
that is a Viſible Church of CHRIST wherein Com- 
munion is maintain'd upon his Terms, and only de- 
nyid for the Tranſgreſſion of his Laws (ſueh I ranſ- 
greſſion on the account of which he has appointed it 
do be deny d) but it is a Society not of Divine In- 
ſtitution but fo far purely Human, as Chriſtiansſe- 
parate from their Brethren, or Excommunicate them 
tor Offences, ſo called, againſt Human Decrees. 
I !bere is but one way that I know of, for Church- 
es to avoid that Imputation which this Reaſoning 
would fix upon them, (and it is what I contend for, 
and what the late Synod at Beljaf? practis d, to their 
great and juſt Commendation) namely by leaving 
Human Prudential Concluſions Free, and without any 
Penalty. But when Witbdraming from our Fellow 
Cbriſtians or Excluding them from Communion 5 
SHE the Sanction of Eccleſiaſtical Canons, it is, I do no 
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{ay Mifapplicarion of the Lans of Chriſt, bur ma- | 
ew Laws tor his Subjects. Belides, it is found 


jction, that the L ruth of the Golpel (the 


7 le Advice, &c. _—_— 
king new 5 
by Experience, that when theſe Human Ap 


ry ro reſiſt {ach Eficroachments on the + Liberty which 
we have n Ch? Jeſus and not give Place by Sub- 
| . . WIT Uncorrupt- 
ed, Original, Divine Scheme for our Acceptance with 
ther) may continue in the Church. And therefore 


may be in the Church (as it is ſcarce to be expect- 
ed any Sdciety of Chriſtians will be altogether free 


of them) 33 makes them heavy Burdens, and 


grievous to be 90 


for Example, when there is great, and immediate 
Danger of Error, then to Subſcribe or otherwiſe 
tclate' an affent to a Form of Sound Words, ſeems 


i 


to be the beſt and moſt effectual 


# 
* 


parting from the Seripture 
one another what Chriſt has ij 


kurity ot Truth, the Decency of Worſhip, and 


gp / # Pa 22 B59 pointments J 
are { vigorouſly enforc d they become, in the Eſteem 


of Weaker, or perhaps leſs ſcrious Chriſtians, Equal, 
it not Superior to the Original Laws and, Doctrines 
of Chrift, and are contended for, as if the ALL of 
Religion conſiſted in them, ſo that: it becomes neceſſa- 


God, and our Religious Fellowſhip one with ano- | | 
however tolerable ſome Ulages of Human Invention 


Ik it be Objected, thar ſome things which are not 
apreſsly enjoyn d in Scripture yet ſeem tobe highly 
expedient, yea neceſſary in ſame Circumſtances a- 
kaſt, for preſerving Purity and Order in the Church; ; 


the be way for ſecuring 
Truch: J anſwer, The grkateſt Expediency or even A 
kming Neceſſity will nor watrant Chriſtians in de- 


oc, preſerib d. The Se- 


8 9 * ; 
"445 | 
- g : 1 . : | 


7 


Rules, or preſcribing rg. 1 


* * 8 . ' 
r 8 2 EY f 3 + th P 
Or Km — a : , W 8 SY 3 n 
Sh Zr 0 a = e 1 —— 
x *. Ms 


Wa IT OY NS „ 
# l 


SH * 
Ka 


* at A. a8. 


9 Y by 


ee ee e 


* 


Order of the Church do not Sand in the Miſdam of 
Man, but in the Will and Fower of God. Has our 
Blefted Saviour left his precious Intereſts without any 
neceſſary Security, or impowered any of his Folloy 
ers to ſupply the Defects of his Care and Wiſdom? 
Did not he or his Spirit inſpiring the Apoſtles fore- 
ſee what his Church ſhould need in every Age? 
This Objection, tho? the moſt plauſible that Iknow 
of and the moſt inſifted on, ſe ems to me, I. confeſs, a 
very unhappy one, and moſt effectually to deſtroy the 
Cauſe ir is brought to ſupport, becauſe the more Ne- 
ceſſary and Important any Human Expedients are ſup- 
pos'd to be for anſwering the proper Ends of the 
Goſpel, the greater is the Reflection on the Wiſdom 
of Ehriſt and the Perfection of his Laws. Let Chri- 
tians ſeriouſly conſider witli themſelves which ſort of 
Reaſoning is ſafeſt and beſt (and a deliberate Reſoluti- 
on of this one Point ought to determine the whole 
Controverſy). Either, . Such particular Methods and 
« Forms ( whether of Confeſſing our Faith, or any 
<«'other Religious Acts) ſeem to us or other uninſpi- 
e red Men highly Uſefull, very Conducive, nay in 
e ſome Circumſtances Neceſſary for preſerving ſound 
Doctrine, pure Worſhip, and the Peace and Beauti- 
e full Order of the Church, ar leaſt of our Church in 
<< particular, and therefore we may conclude our {elves 
<«-warranted to enjoyn them ſtrictly under the Penalty 

c of Non-Communion, altho? they are not requir'd in 
e Scripture: Or thus, © We do not find ſuch 
cc things enjoyn'd in Scripture, and therefore what- 
<« ever plauſible Reaſon may be pleaded for them, 
<c whatever Appearance of Zeal the Rigid Impoſition 
BEE © of them may have (and this Charity is certain- 
Illy due to ſome who incline to enjoin them; that they 
act with an upright Intention) however uſeful 
TH © they may ſcem to us, yet ſubmitting our ou . 
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« theinfinitely ſuperior Wiſdom and faithful Care of _ 


« Chriſt in which we are indiſpenſibly bound to 
« Acquielce, we cannot conclude them Neceflary, | 
« eſpecially to ſo great Purpoſes as preſerving Sound- 


« neſs in the Faith, pure Worſhip and Chriſtian: 
„ Communion, which being the proper Ends of the 


« Goſpel, if it has not ſufficiently provided for them 
« jt muſt be look'd upon as Defecti ye. 
The Truth is, all the Warmth which the ſeveral 
Seas of Chriſtians diſcover in contending for their 
particular Unſcriptural Uſages and Forms arifts from 
their not conſidering the Difference between Expedi- 


them Convenient or which they have been accuſtom'd _ 0 
to they Conclude muſt be, and ſuch as Refuſe them 
ae diſorderly Perſons and unfit for their Communion. 
But if we would carefully look into the Goſpel and 
from thence rake our Notions. of Fitneſs, 'Neceſlity, 
and the Terms of External Religious Communion, we 
ſhould judge quite otherwiſe.. There indeed a Di- 
ſinction is made between things Expedient, and poſi- 
twely enjoin'd. In the former which depend on vari- 
able Circumſtances, Chriſtians are left to conduct 
themſelves as well as they can, according to Prudence { 
ad Charity, hut never any ſych ſtreſs is laid upon 
them, as thit&iEhrfſtians for different Senriments or 
Practices, may be held by one another unworthy of 
heir Communion. St. Paul, than whom no Man was 
wer more Condeſcending to his weak Brethren, be- Fa 
came as weak to them, He became all things to all Men, WY 
He declar d he would not eat Fleſh while the World ftand- 
ab rather than make his Brother Offend, yet no one ever 
more ſtrenuouſly aſſerted Chriſtian Liberty. Did he 
rer place Chriſtian Communion or the Exerciſe ofthe MM 
Miniſtry on ſo narrow a Foot as an Agreement in Ex-. 
pedieneys? Did he ever require Chriſtians to Excom- IM 
; 5 l municate 
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ſiuch bythe Inſpired Apoſtles, nay in things of a higher 


Practice ought not tobreak Communion, (as *ris plain 
from Scripture ir ought: not) how date Weak Un- 
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municate one another for abſtaining or refuſing to 


preſſes them to Receive one another, not to doubeful 
Diſputations,* In matters of Expediency or Inexpedien- 
cy (which taken with all their „ bet either 
and govern himſelf according to his beſt Light, un- 
leſs he will implicitly reſign his Conſcience to Men, 
But if in Expediencies which were even declared to be 


Nature but Uneſſential, Difference of Judgment and 
inſpired Men take upon them to exclude their Bre- 


thren tor differing from them only in things which 
to their Fallible Judgment ſeem Expedient? 
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ed AN rag 4 
fed in cheir Separation by the Principle Alen men- 


to 
1s MW tioned; and will thay: then 24 insenliſtentiy with ins 
bay in dire Contradictian to in? They am nat 


Man which | cannot de uniformly maintam d. Will 
they ay, Our Injunctions arc really Expedient, thoſe of 
church of England are not ſa; their's are many, ours: 
are few 3 We Diſſent from the Eſtabliſſd Church 


Ian againſt che Diſſenters, that the Wiſdom 
the (de of the Eſtahliſh d Impoſitions. 


gument at fo great a Length in order to convince the 
Presbyterian Miniſters in the North. They under 


hem Wi land their Prineiples, and will not give them u- 
neer WM They have acted agreeably to them in their late Ex- | 
irt cellent Charitable Declaration, But I thought it migbt 
Hu- be uſeful to deſcend, as I have done, to the meaneſs | 


ian, Capacities of their People, that at leaſt they ( the 
N. Manifiers ) may be delivered from their Importuni- 
Di- ty, and ar e that the Laity may not continue to 
erein I ſhow ſuch Ignorance as many do of the very Grounds 
The of their Non- Conformity. How ſhameful is it fon 


Men, Good Men, and otherwife Judicious (as ſoms 
Jof thoſe are whom in this: caſe I oppoſe) by a moſt 


they profeſs to Maintain? Will — the wrorld believe, 


againſt the Eneroachments of Human Power bn the 
Rights ol Conſcienee, hut contending that Power may 


my owns ne week 


* 


Principles at all, not fit to be eſpous d by any Wile 


be Confcicntioull uily, Others differ from us merely from 
ber Humour ? Beſides the Uncharitableneſs lack Sug 
geſtions, the Reaſoning is poor and mean, and the 


Reply is Qbviaus: to be inſiſted on; and it has this 1 
of the Civil as well as Eecleſiaſtical Superior is on | 
_ I'm ſenſible it was not neceſſary to purſue this Ar- — 


abſurd Contradiction ta Deſtroy the Cauſe which” Þ| 
that they are not, as they pretend, making a'ſtand: - | 


change Hands and belodg'd i in CY or Tu i 


48 Seaſonable Advice, &c. 
u che Third Place, I will ſhow that the People ough+ 


not 10 - from their Miniſters on the account of Noy- 
er ibing and that they cannot do it conſiſtently with their 
If the other particulars are fully prov d, as I hope 
it will appear to the Reader they are, there can fe- 
main no great doubt concerning this which is a Plain 
and Natural Conſequence from them: For what pre- 
tence can there be for People deſerting their Mini- 
ſter while there is no reaſon that will Jaſtityia Church 
in excluding him dut of her Communion. The Re- 
lation is mutual, and while the Paſtor faithfuly performs 
Huis Duty, and has the Qualifications of a Goſpel Mi- 
nniſter, the People can never be excus d in neglect- 
ing their Dutys to him and particularly attend- 
ing his Miniſtry. T wiſh they would ſeriouſly conſi- 
der what is the juſt conſtruction of ſuch Treatment, 
in effect this, they - pronounce- their [Miniſter Un- 
worthy of his Station, when yet, as I have ſhown, 
they have no ſufficient Objection againſt him. What- 
ever will juſtify them in their Separation from him, will 
much more juſtify other Chriſtians in uſing him the 
ſame way; Nay they invite other Congregations to do 
ſo by giving the Example of ſuch a publick groundlels 
Indignity to his Character. Thus a Laborious, Faith- 
ful, and for ought that appears to the contrary, Or- 
thodoxeMiniſteris turn'd out of his Office very ef- 
fectually indeed, but in a confuſed irregular. manner. 
If any pretend that their Edification is marred by 
Scruples: which have ariſen in their minds on this oc- 
caſion of their Miniſters not Subſcribing, I would have 
them carefully to examine the Grounds of theſe Scru- 
ples. In order to ſo valuable an end as Edification it 
greatly imports Chriſtians to enquire into the Temper 
ol their own Spirits and diveſt themſeves of prejudices; 
Suitable Diſpaſitions are requird on the ere of the 
Faters, as well asit is requiſite that Miniſters ſhould 
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their beſt endeavours to prepare Inſtructive Sermons. 

When the Word Preach'd do's not prefit, the Hearers 
ought not. raſbly. to lay the blame on the Preacher; 
they may rather reaſonably ſuſpect. chat themſelves 
are in the fault, when Sound Doctrine is taught them, 


a Hholeſon Words, even the Words'of our Lon» 
: IIsVs CHRIST. Let every Man then that he may 
n do Juſtice to himſelf in an Affair of ſo great Moment, 
: impattially Search out the Cauſes. whereby his Edifi- 
Wy cation is hindred, and not Charge Tor Another what 
h WW is only the Effect of a groundleſs Ferturbation in 
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rejeR their Miniſters, it muſt either be upon juſt 


Reaſons, or unjuſt Prejudices: In the preſent ie +. 
have ſhown they have no juſt Reaſons, and I hope 
Conſcientious Perſons will not allow themſelves to deal 
by their Miniſters as they muſt be ſenſible they ought 
not to deal by any ot Mankind in any Relation, 
that is, cenſure and caſt them off meerly upon unjuſt 
%%% ² o 547 Ko mm N 
know ſome, People who are Zealons, enough for 
Church Power and Order (or what they imagine to be 
Order) nay, it may be, too much inclin'd to encroach 
on the Priviledges of their Neighbours, ate apt when Þ} 
they find it for their Purpoſe to plead very ſtrongly Þ 
for the Rights ot Private Judgment, and particularly | 
tor Liberty in chooſing their Paſtors: But I hope 
they will not look upon it as an Invaſion of their 
Rights to offer them Arguments, and that they do 
not claim ſuch a Freedom as to exclude Impartial Con- 
lderation. Let them in Go p's Name, after they 
have with Unprejudic'd Minds maturely weigh'd W 
the Reaſons on both Sides, act according to the 
Light of their own Conſciences. Only I beg leave, | 
beſides all the other Conſiderations I have offer d, 
briefly to put them in mind of their qwaP rinciples 
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1 Larkin aich eee Scheme which | 
Diſſenters generally hold ro be of Di- 
vine Inſtitution, it neceſſarily requites, that the Paſto- 
ral Relatien be-eriter'd into, or diflolved with the 
Conſent and by che is a ah otan Eccleſiaſtical 

Aſſembly, Presbytery or Synod. If any Minitter 
mall tate the overiight 5 a 'Plock, and they ſubjett 
dthemſelves to his Mimniry, ot if 4 Mmiſter "Quin his 
Charge or the People Ré ject him without ſuen Con- 
dent and lnerpoſſtion, in any of theſe gaſes the Pro- 
ccecling is upon a Bottom directly contary to the Pre- 
dyterian Model. It is evident | therefore that it the 
Fresbyterian Laity ſhall in the preſent Circumſtances 
1 deſetr or reje& their Miniſters for not Subſcribing, 
they fly in the Face of their own Church Conſtituti- 
on in the moſt Eſſential Parts of it: For not only they | 
- negke& their Eccleſiaſtical Aſſemblys, bur act in di- 
rect Oppoſition to the higheſt of them, the GE N E- 
RAL SYNOD. And it is the more untraſoll- 
able for them to do ſo, becauſe their pretended Motive 
is Deal for Precytery, and one of the Principal Ob- 
jections (or Suſpicions rather) agaitift the Non-Sub- 
= tctibing Miniſters is, That they are not ſufficiently 

attached to that Form of Church Government. Can 
not Precbyrerianiſm ſtand on its own Foundation, mult 
ĩt be ſupported by Trdependency, and is there no other 
way of ſhewing Sur Zeal for.it but what does effectu- 

ally deſtroy it; 5 1 hope the Independent: will net 
think I intend to throw any Invidions reflection on 
their Way: I aſſure them I do not, and I am fatist- 

ed the Wiſe Men of that Denomination would be 

far from countenancing ſuch Diſorders and Confufi 
on as Tam Arguing againſt; it being their know 
principle and FraQice, in all Affairs of this Nature, to 
1 2 take the Advice of Neighbouring Miniſters where ic 
aan be had, and to a& in Concert with js as 
SS On- 


nor ſhow a greater regard to Peace and Order thawm 


they do on all - oceaſtons. The only view 1 have i 3 
mentioning the Independent Scheme in the manner E 


There is, I hope, no oceaſion to apprehend that ever 


dem dem) khepsfaile a'vehonienc Cry dor Poesby-- | 
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am acquainted wirh the Juſtice to own; that in thoſe 
Aſſociations whereof they are Members, none can pay a 
greater deference to the judgment of their Brethren; 


Important Points of Chriſtianity will be oppoſed in 
kresbyteries and Syneds; if they be, then let the 
Teople take the Alarm: Bat while Miniſtets do in 
their meetings only debate about matters of Expedi- 
diency, why. ſhould: the Laity be ſo extremely cons | 
end? The Effect muſt be to intimidate! their | 
Teachers and reſtrain their Frecdom: Miniſters will 
not dare (at leaſt they are laid under a ſtrong emp- 
tation not) to act according to their own Judgments; 3 
without knowing firſt the Mindiof their Congregati- 
dach what will become of Prerbytery in the end , 


lach Merhods?, ; In the mean time the Zealots have 
run themſelves into. ine xtricable Difcuitics; and are 


engaged in Meaſures which they canner conſiſtently” | 
purſue (but 1 hope they will be perſuaded 3 


# . 3 
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coc chein Conduct are fuch 3s: bannt bear the Light. 


| h often fund ta be the/Rifuges of a. bad Cauſe which 


a 1 Lal Advice, &, : 
| | n Des 15 
. Princiftes and Conſtitution which yet they 
- muſt deſert hefore they can obtain cheir End. The? © 
Eacleſiaſt wal Aſſemblies hae no Way of caſting Non- 
| Subſeribers.out* of their Communion but by depoſin; 

_ them, ;which-no Man of Senſe dare avow-a Refol* 
tian todo; andthe People cannorforfake them, Without: 
firſt vorſaking the regular Methods of Diſcipline, and 
2 Ari —— of Church Governmenk. . 
harr now fiptfhid what I intended on this! Sab⸗ 
jest; and:as 4 Concluſion I will redifee the Subſtance: | 
ol whay I have ſaid to a few: plain Pro ofitions; a- 
- ganſe them I will ſeri down the directly contrary, 
which muſt be true ib mine are N The Reager 
may then Judge ſar himſelf, and if any ene is difpo. 
ec . the. Refuration of this ee dion 


Difenters, IL. cannot hut rhink wh ht to ſhow 
the World upon what — 2. bail their. 
Schemas and what Principles they proceed upon; 
and id paxtienlar let them remember rhey are now 
publickly call/d upon toꝛdiſcover how they will make 
their weg tree the Argument whicly this ort Ef. 
ſay fore them. If they hall give no àttiſwer 
and yet meditate and 3 te effect 4 Ruf ne 
between thei Subſcribing and Non. ſabſcr bing Ma 
ſters, E muſti Condlade; -atid' ſo I believe wil 
theꝝ ac hu a mr an unerthy Fate and che Prod 


ente Regegtions L will have hôthmg to dd 
on lixtle! Flings-at unguarded Expreſſior e 
Expraſfons. L doubt norithere are in this, 48. 
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